Wedding in Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, Bloom- 
ington, Ill. 
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Gracious Father, Who Hast Brought Us 


Gracious Father, who hast brought us 

To a land with freedom blessed, 
Where the faith our fathers taught us 
Still in fullness is confessed: 

Hear us, as with solemn vow 

Thanks to Thee we offer now. 


Blessed Savior, who hast freed us 
From the tyranny of sin, 

Granting means of grace to feed us, 
Nourishing our souls within: 

Help us cling in faith to Thee 
Now and to eternity. 


Holy Spirit, who hast claimed us 

For God's kingdom, Christ the Head; 
Who hast sanctified and named us 
Heirs of life among the dead: 

Endless praise to Thee we bring, 
Grateful hearts and voices sing. 


God the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
Three in One and One in Three, 
Name of names, as we revere it, 
May our love more fervent be: 
Lead us gently by the hand 

Till we reach the Promised Land. 


(Tune, The Lutheran Hymnal, 226) 


Port Washington, N. Y. HENRY J. VON SCHLICHTE? 


THE COVER 


“Christ, our Life, our Hope” 


This was the centennial motto of Trinity Lutheran Congregation (Herma: 
A. Etzold and August H. Lubkeman, pastors), Bloomington, IIl., in 1958. 


Displayed on a banner at the chancel entrance of the church, the motta 
says the groom in the picture, “not only is meaningful for the centennial c 


a church but also has deep meaning for a young Christian couple beginnin: 
their wedded life.” 


The groom is Richard W. Widmann, 1958 graduate of Concordi 
Seminary, Springfield, who has now completed a year of graduate study < 
Valparaiso University and will shortly become assistant pastor of St. Paul’ 
Church, Skokie, Il. His father, Rev. Elmer H. Widmann, is pastor c 
Redeemer Church, Ventura, Iowa. 


The bride is Eileen Kane, who after two years of teacher training < 
Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, taught school at Ottawa, Ont 
Canada, Bloomington, and Denver, Colo. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs 
Ewald Kane of Springfield, Il. 


Richard and Eileen met while he was serving as seminary intern ¢ 
Bloomington. Their marriage took place June 22, 1958. 
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Deus of the Church in the World 


‘Lutheran Synod Adopts 
Communion Statement 


A controversial statement on Holy 
ommunion — tabled or referred for 
tudy in previous years — was finally 
dopted, 201 to 149, at the 212th an- 
lual convention of the Lutheran Min- 
sterium of Pennsylvania, oldest and 
argest synod of the ULCA. 


In its adopted statement the synod 
arms against using the term “Mass, 
nd the use of sanctuary lamps, bells, 
cense, or genuflection.” It also rec- 
j)mmends that the Communion service 
enerally be limited to congregational 
bservance and that it not be held in 
jfducational institutions or for special 
\troups of the laity, including wedding 
arties. 


Two leading United Lutheran liturgi- 
al authorities strongly assailed the 
mitations against frequency and spe- 
ial group or institutional celebrations. 
i] They were Dr. Luther D. Reed, pres- 

dent emeritus of Philadelphia Lutheran 

eminary, and Dr. Edgar S. Brown, 
F., director of worship of the ULCA 
nd a member of the synod. Both men 

jharged that the statement “was an 

jirtificial and dangerous restriction on 
e channels of Christian grace.” 


Another statement, defining the 
ght of laymen to assist in the serving 
f Holy Communion, was approved 
ithout dissent. Laymen have assisted 
@ pastor in only a few congregations 
bf the synod, and it was not foreseen 
at the practice would become wide- 
pread, even with the official sanction. 
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| Catholics Refuse to Help 
“| With Capitol Cornerstone 


if The chancery of the Roman Catholic 
1 rehdiocese of Washington refused an 
‘|pvitation to take part in the July 4 
cornerstone laying for the new east 
vliront of the Capitol. 
all This action was based on the fact 
ig at members of Washington Masonic 
\bdges conducted a cornerstone-laying 
eremony similar to those held when 
jhe original cornerstone was laid by 
resident George Washington in 1793 
nd when the cornerstone was laid for 
he House and Senate wings in 1851. 


“We simply did not feel,” said a 
lULY 28, 1959 
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spokesman for the archdiocese, “that 
a Catholic priest could participate by 
giving the benediction for a ceremony 
in which the Masons perform quasi- 
religious rites.” 

Asserting that the Masonic lodge rep- 
resents a “religious group,” the Catholic 
Standard, official archdiocese news- 
paper, had earlier asked why one group 
should be favored over others in a 
ceremony relating to the Capitol, which 
belongs to all citizens of the nation. 


Mark First St. Louis 
Lutheran Church Site 


A bronze plaque identifying the lo- 
cation of the first Lutheran church in 
St. Louis was unveiled July 12 by the 
St. Louis chapter of the Concordia His- 
torical Institute. 


Permission to erect the plaque on 
its building was granted by the Servco 
Company, which now occupies the site 
on Lombard Street between Third and 
Fourth Streets. 

Here Trinity Congregation, organ- 
ized in 1839, built its first house of 
worship, dedicated Dec. 4, 1842. The 
congregation worshiped at this loca- 
tion until 1865, when it built a new 
church at Eighth and Soulard Streets. 
Classes of Concordia Seminary were 
conducted here from December 1849 
until the new campus was occupied in 
1850. 


Note Two Anniversaries 
At Deaconess Conference 


Forty-three deaconesses from fields 
of service throughout the world met at 
Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., June 30 to July 3 for their sil- 
ver-anniversary deaconess conference. 


A banquet and a historical pageant 
on July 2 took note not only of the 25th 
anniversary of the conference but also 
of the 40th anniversary of the Lutheran 
Deaconess Association. Banquet speaker 
was Rev. Milton W. Gundermann of 
Valparaiso, Ind. 


Conference discussion topics included 
“Church Music,” “The Use of Visual 
Aids,” and “Effective Use of the Lay 
Worker in the Church.” 


In an address on “Missions and Evan- 
gelism’” Rev. Wayne Saffen of Ober- 
lin, Ohio, challenged his hearers with 
the danger of seeking techniques rather 
than striving to make real to people 
with real needs the love of a personal 
Savior. 


Prof. Carl Graesser of the Senior 
College led daily Bible study of the 
prophet Jeremiah. Deaconess Martha 
Boss and Miss Lorraine Behling showed 
slides of their work in Hong Kong. 

Climax of the meeting, states the 
LDA news release, was the Com- 
munion service on the last day. Rev. 
Herbert Lindemann of Fort Wayne 
officiated. 


Unveiling plaque at first site of Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Louis 


L.—r.: Rey. Gerhard Nitz, chairman of St. Louis Pastoral Conference and speaker for the occasion; 
Miss Margaret Graebner, secretary, St. Louis chapter, Concordia Historical Institute; Prof. Elmer 
Foelber, president; Rev. August Suelflow, CHI director; Miss Leona Ellermann, chapter treasurer. 


News of the Church in the World 


Plattner Hospital, Grand Prairie, Tex. 


Four Lutheran Surgeons, 
Brothers, Build Hospital 


Four brothers, all practicing phy- 
sicians and surgeons and with their 
families members of Faith Lutheran 
Church, Grand Prairie, Tex., this spring 
built a 20-bed air-conditioned hospital 
on the Dallas-Fort Worth turnpike in 
Grand Prairie. 

Emil, an elder in the congregation, 
and Albert began their partnership in 
1940 and the next year built a seven- 
bed clinic. Herman, on the congrega- 
tion’s board of missions, and Donald 
have since joined the partnership. 

Their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Emil L. 
Plattner, Coffeyville, Kans., encouraged 
their sons to study medicine. A sister, 
Dr. Lillian Plattner O’Hearne, and her 
husband practice medicine in Kansas 
City. Another sister married Rudolph 
W. Obermueller, principal of Salem Lu- 
theran School, Tomball, Tex. 

The new hospital can care for 15 to 
20 babies, features on-the-spot X rays, 
has a pharmacy and drug department, 
and employs about 20 people. 

— Adapted from the Texas Messenger 


To Study Anglo-Lutheran 
Ties in Reformation Era 


Relations between the Germans and 
the English during the Reformation, 
especially between Martin Luther and 
King Henry VII, will be the subject of 
research next year by Dr. Neelak S. 
Tjernagel, associate professor of history 
and religion at Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege, River Forest, Il. 

Dr. Tjernagel will leave for England 
in March and will work at the British 
Museum in London, with some time 
spent at the Cambridge University 
library. 

A grant from the Committee on 
Scholarly Research of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod will cover 
the expenses of the project commis- 
sioned by the Literature Board. Plans 
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call for eventual publication by Con- 
cordia Publishing House of a book en- 
titled Martin Luther and Henry VIII. 

Concordia Teachers College, says 
Dr. Albert G. Huegli, academic dean, 
“is gratified that Dr. Tjernagel will have 
the opportunity to conduct his studies 
abroad. .. . The college itself is making 
the trip possible by granting him a 
leave of absence for the 1960 spring 
term. We hope that whenever faculty 
members can be assisted in projects, 
we shall be able to provide them with 
similar arrangements.” 

“One purpose of faculty develop- 
ment,” continued Dr. Huegli, “is to en- 
courage studies which will result in con- 
tributions to the church and to several 
fields of knowledge.” 

The research will represent a con- 
tinuation of Dr. Tjernagel’s studies be- 
gun in his doctoral dissertation in 1955, 
the subject being broadened to focus 
on the whole picture of Anglo-Lutheran 
relations during the Reformation. 


Sees Revival Stirring 
Major Denominations 


A revival is developing within the 
major church denominations of the 
world, in the opinion of Rev. David 
J. du Plessis, world leader of Pente- 
costal churches. 

Terming the revival as not being 


“a flash-in-the-pan kind,” he declares i 
is supported by a rising tide of spiritu | 
interest. 

“I could not be more optimistic witl 
regard to the future than I am righ) 
now,” he adds. 

Not only Protestantism is being af! 
fected by “evidences of a supernatura; 
stirring,” but the Zoe (“life”) move 
ment is touching the Greek Orthodox 
Church, he notes, and there are “reviva 
streams” within the Roman Catholi¢ 
Church. 


Florida Church Has 
“Drive-In” Feature 


The combination of “drive-in” facilii 
ties with formal sanctuary is the un} 
usual feature of Lakeside Lutheran 
Church, South Venice, Fla., Melvin H 
Meyer, pastor. 

Provision for “drive-in” worshipers 
was made by having the south wall o# 
the chapel made of large plate-glass 
windows, through which altar, pulpit 
and lectern are easily visible, and by 
installing a public-address system. 

For two years after being initiate 
as a drive-in church in 1955, serviceg 
and Sunday school were conducted out+ 
doors. Self-supporting within 30 
months after the installation of a resii 
dent pastor, the growing congregatiort 
voted to incorporate the drive-in fea 
ture in its new church. Numerous tray- 
elers along the Tamiami Trail, attractect 
by the setting, have stopped to worshipy 
before continuing their journey. 

Noteworthy is the fact that fewer 
than a dozen residences lie within a half 
mile of the church. But 15,000 live 
within five miles, and so the congrega- 
tion in the last three years has not onlys 
grown from 30 souls to 175, with 115 
communicants, but has also founded 
a daughter congregation at Punta: 
Gorda, 30 miles away. 


Lakeside Lutheran Church, South Venice, Fla., offers “drive-in” facilities 
(340) 
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Historical Institute Meets 
In San Francisco 


The Concordia Historical Institute of 
he Lutheran Church — Missouri 
ynod rendered service to 16,000 
ypeople during the last three-year period, 
ev. August R. Suelflow, institute di- 
ector, reported to the triennial meet- 
ing of the group at St. Paulus Church, 
an Francisco, June 20. 

Future plans of the institute include 


give Lutheran school children a 
leeper insight into the church’s back- 
rround. Senior citizens will be en- 
isted to supply information on the 
history and heritage of the church. 
Dr. Richard T. Du Brau, of Cali- 
‘fornia Concordia College, Oakland, re- 
“ated excerpts from his current book on 
e history of California Lutheranism. 
Dr. Arthur C. Repp was re-elected 
jpresident; Dr. August C. Stellhorn, vice- 
“president; Dr. Carl S. Meyer, secretary; 
‘ind Erwin H. Marting, treasurer. All 
re from St. Louis. 

By resolution of the San Francisco 
fkonvention Concordia Historical Insti- 
te became a department of Synod. 


-Found Pi Gamma Epsilon, 
New Lutheran Fraternity 


Pi Gamma Epsilon is a new Lutheran 
raternity. founded May 25, 1958, at 
he University of Minnesota by and 
or Synodical Conference college men 
ho because of personal religious con- 
ictions could not accept the rituals, 
eremonies, and secret oaths of other 
iraternities. 

Affiliated with Gamma chapter of 
amma Delta, the international associ- 
tion of Lutheran students, the fra- 
Jlernity expresses its threefold object 
Ihrough its Greek-letter name: Pi for 
the-Greek word pistis (faith), to help 
members preserve their faith; Gamma 
or gnosis (knowledge), to help mem- 
pers grow in the knowledge of the faith; 
psilon for erga (works), to practice, 
s a group, the good works which re- 
ult from faith and knowledge. 
Campus Pastor Reuben C. Beisel is 
pastoral adviser of the fraternity, whose 
members are encouraged to participate 
the activities of the University Lu- 
\theran Chapel and Student Center. 

‘| University authorities at first with- 
held recognition of the group because 
of its religious membership restrictions, 
but later changed their policy in this 
i;espect. . 
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News of the Church in the World a 


The junior Bible class of Trinity Lutheran Church, Hillsboro, Oreg., instructed by 
Syver Ruud, includes 94 per cent of the boys and girls of high school age in the 
congregation. “It would be interesting to know,” writes Pastor George R. Reule 
“if this record is excelled elsewhere.” 


Rev. Henry J. Eggold, Sr. (second from left), pastor of St. Stephen's Church, Mil- 
waukee, is congratulated by four of his five sons as he celebrates the 50th anni- 
versary of his ministry. 

The sons are (1.—r.): Prof. Henry J., Jr., dean of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill.; Rev. Elmer F., 
newly appointed principal of the proposed Lutheran high school at Brookville, L.I., N. Y.; Fred, who 
lives with his parents; and Robert, principal of Faith Lutheran School, Detroit. Son Paul, student at 
the St. Louis seminary, officiated at the anniversary service but was not present for the picture. 


Members of Retired Lutheran Teachers Club of Fort Wayne and Vicinity, which 
meets four times a year to encourage fellowship among its members. 

L.—r., seated: George L. Twietmeyer, graduated 1909; Walter H. Nagel, 1914; Carl H. Schlund, 1903; 
Albert H. Meyer, 1907; Paul F. Buuck, 1909; standing: Martin Buescher, 1908; Louis Luepke, 1907; 
Oscar M. F. Heintz, 1898; Oscar J. Schneider, 1912 (treasurer); Henry A. Mertz, 1908 (secretary); 
G. Martin Schmidt, 1909; Henry Linse, 1909 (president). 

Not present: Martin Pohlman, 1887; Herman Foelber, 1889; Herman Stolper, 1900; Bernard Schulz, 
1912; W. J. Gernand, 1916; Fred Uffelman, 1913; Louis Wegmann, 1912. 
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ap News of the Church tn the World 


Briefly Told 


200 “This Is the Life” Episodes 


Early this month Hollywood pro- 
ducers completed the 200th episode of 
Synod’s TV program “This Is the Life.” 
With each episode repeated once, the 
‘program has material to finish out 400 
consecutive weeks of televising, prob- 
ably the longest run of all programs on 
the channels. 


Cincinnati School Superintendent 


Wendell H. Pierce, member of Our 
Savior Church, Norwood, Cincinnati, 
will on Aug. | take up his duties as 
superintendent of city schools. 


Cross, Chimes Are Community First 


When Cross of Christ Church, Boun- 
tiful, Utah, was dedicated earlier this 
year, with its outdoor chimes and illumi- 
nated cross, “this was the first time that 
church bells rang in the community and 
that the cross is so conspicuously held 
up,” Pastor C. R. Mueller wrote the 
WITNESS. 


Campus Pastor at U. of Wis. 


Rev. Walter Wegner, Wisconsin 
Synod pastor at Columbus, Wis., has 
accepted the call of the joint Madison 
board (Wisconsin Synod and North and 
South Wisconsin Districts of the Mis- 
souri Synod) to serve the 1,700 Synodi- 


cal Conference students at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Madison. This is the 
largest campus parish in the Synodical 
Conference. Pastor Wegner succeeds 
Rev. Edward W. Wessling, who ac- 
cepted a call to Immanuel Church, Val- 
paraiso, Ind. 


Church Coilege Grads Lead 
“Who’s Who” 


Graduates of church-related colleges 
and universities, out of all proportion 
to the size and number of such schools, 
lead the list in Who’s Who in America. 
Clergymen, educators, doctors, and 
librarians from secular schools are out- 
numbered, while in the fields of govern- 
ment, law, and the judiciary the secu- 
lar schools come out only slightly 
better. 


South Dakota Board of Education 


Rey. R. W. Uecker, pastor of Our 
Redeemer Church, Custer, S. Dak., has 
been named to the State Board of Edu- 
cation by Governor Ralph Herseth. The 
appointment has been confirmed by the 
state senate. 


Forbidden Muny Auditorium 


When patriotic organizations and 
other groups at Fort Scott, Kans., ob- 
jected to use of the municipal audito- 
rium for a Jehovah's Witnesses conven- 
tion, city officials resolved the issue by 
barring all religious groups from the 
building. 


Invited to Queen’s Reception 


Among the 511 special guests wh 
attended the July 6 reception held fo 
Queen Elizabeth II of England by 
Mayor Richard P. Daley were Mr. and 
Mrs. Adolph J. Kramer of Oak Park: 
Mr. Kramer is Northern Illinois Distric: 
Superintendent of Christian Educationr 


Brings Flowers, Puts Out Fire 


When Norma Jean Lathrop came td 
Concordia Church, Azusa, Calif., om 
Saturday evening, June 6, to arrange 
the altar flowers, she found the altaa 
ablaze and beat the fire out with 
cloth. Vandals, presumably youngsterss 
had done other damage, too, totaling 
about $200. 


Heads Optimist International 


New president of Optimist Interj 
national is Nicholas C. Mueller, who 11 
also president of Immanuel Chure 
Baltimore. Optimist International is tha 
world’s fourth-largest service organiza 
tion. 


No Merger for “Messenger” 


Reports that the Walther Leagu« 
Messenger would merge with Luthe: 
Life and One, two other publication 
for Lutheran youth, were termed “both 
inaccurate and unauthorized” by Revi 
Elmer N. Witt, executive director of tha 
Walther League, youth organization o: 
the Missouri Synod. 


In ~ 
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C3 K es In whom [Christ] 
Est n whom rist a 
s we have redemption 11S LGN IM 0 J 
through His blood, 
the forgiveness of 
sins. Ephesians 1:7. “Who has redeemed me, a lost and Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
condemned creature, purchased and in everlasting righteousness, inno- 
REDEMPTION won me from all sins, from death, cence, and blessedness.” 


and from the power of the devil, not 
with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death.” 

The redemption is, therefore, all 
of the plan of God, by which He 
sent His Son to become man for us 
that we, who could not redeem our- 
selves, might again be sons and 
daughters of the living God. 

In the story of the redemption is 
the miracle of the Virgin Birth, the 
sinless life on earth, the power and 
the help of His miracles, the suffer- 
ing and dying and rising again, and 
the ascending into heaven. And 
finally there is also the assurance 
that we are “His own and live under 
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The word of Jesus on the cross, 

“It is finished,” is the Christian’s 
complete assurance that the redemp- 
tion is real, that the victory over 
the devil, the world, and our flesh is 
complete, that Satan has no power 
over us except that which we give 
him when we yield to sin and forget 
what Christ has done. 
_ This combination of great truths 
into one symbol is one of the most 
ancient in Christian use. It appears 
on a tomb in Alexandria. It is being 
used more and more because it so 
completely expresses the importance 
of the redemption in the life of the 
child of God. 


ADALBERT R. KRETZMANN 


Life without redemption is like a 
body without a soul. With the re- 
demption God and heaven are ours 
through Christ. By the redemption 
we are His holy body on the earth, 
and justification becomes not just 
the chief doctrine but the chief joy 
and hope of Christians. 

Our symbol combines the cross, 
with the Chi Rho symbol for Christ 
in the center, and the words Con- 
summatum est (“It is finished’) into 
the one consoling emblem of the 
hope and faith of Christians. 

Once again Luther draws all the 
glory of these truths together in his 
explanation of the Second Article: 
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\issionary Norbert Becker gives Alcedo 
prmon he is to read on Sunday. 


il 
| 
lcedo and Tapapan 


Are NOT THE SAME 


“4 A young man approaches the altar, lays aside his 
siirutches, and kneels on his only knee. Silence falls over 
jhe worshipers. They marvel at the power of the Gospel. 
icedo, 31-year-old ex-convict, is being confirmed at Tapa- 
an, Philippine Islands. 

When Alcedo was first seen with the missionary, people 
claimed, “Isn’t that the carabao thief from Tapapan?” 
“Former thief,” explained the missionary. 


It 


A). Alcedo is not proud of his past. As a boy he attended 


ul public school in a neighboring village, but he had no 
: terest in books. After less than three years he quit school, 
,fhaving learned nothing at all,” as he says. 
About that time his parents were separated. Worst of 
ll, he grew up under paganism, which vaguely believes 
1 gods or spirits and teaches nothing constructive. It was 
nly natural that he join other young men of the village 
loafing and, later, stealing. In a gun battle with police 
lis leg was shattered and had to be amputated. 
_ The Gospel of forgiveness changed Alcedo’s heart during 
is five years in prison. He learned to read from an Hocano 
ible given him by a Christian group in Manila. 


| The power of the Gospel is visible not only in Alcedo 
ut also in Tapapan, where he has helped spread the Word. 
| is small pagan village of about 200 in the mountains of 
uzon was notorious for gambling and thievery. But three 
ears ago the missionary stationed at Guinzadan began 
isiting the village. 

- After the missionary had preached a few months, God 
ave Tapapan the leader it needed. Alcedo arrived home on 
larole. Today he reads the sermon for the Tapapan con- 
regation when the missionary is absent. 
| For last year’s Christmas program Alcedo wrote and 
irected a skit in which a young thief was hunted down 

Hy police and shot. Complete with firecrackers for sound 
Hffects, the skit was hardly seasonal. But the audience under- 
ood — this was his way of telling young men to become 

hristians earlier in life than he did. 
~ More than any other person, Alcedo is responsible for 
| e success of the Tapapan mission. Largely through. his 
viting and urging, people gave the Word a hearing. On 
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Almeda 


Alcedo and family 


By NorsBert BECKER 


Dec. 13, 1958, ten adults and 28 children were baptized. 
From Guinzadan more than 40 fellow Christians came to 
Tapapan to rejoice, some to act as sponsors. 


Twenty-one more adults are receiving instructions for 
Baptism. Every Sunday, whether the missionary is present 
or not, 40 to 50 worshipers gather. 

Regularly on hand for Sunday worship and for Saturday 
classes is 20-year-old Almeda. She makes her way on foot 
through rough country from her home in Amti. From 
a village on another mountain six children hike to Tapapan 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Another source of joy to the missionary and his flock 
is two-year-old Daniel, named after the prophet who was 
saved from certain death. About a year ago the boy be- 
came violently ill. His parents brought him to the mission- 
ary’s residence, where medicines were given all afternoon 
and evening. 

Convinced that efforts to save Daniel’s life were hopeless, 
his father went home to prepare for the pagan funeral rites. 
About midnight the mother also gave up hope. She wanted 
to take the child home through the cold winds, since pagans 
believe it is disgraceful for one to die outside one’s house. 

But the missionary and his wife persuaded the mother 
to stay. Prayer and medicines were continued, and by dawn 
Daniel had passed the crisis. 

Now Daniel comes to church regularly with his mother, 
one of the adults recently baptized. Often this little fellow 
displays more life and energy than good church decorum 
would allow. 


Enemies of the Cross are still active in Tapapan. Pagan- 
ism does not die easily. Gambling has been revived. Over 
a year ago a young man was fatally stabbed during a gam- 
bling and drinking row. 

Alcedo himself narrowly missed death when someone 
threw a grenade into the hut where he and five other men 
were sleeping. One was killed. A piece of shrapnel struck 
Alcedo’s foot, hindering his walking for a time. 

Active though the enemies are, even the unchristian 
people see a new spirit at work in Tapapan. Alcedo and 
Tapapan are not the same since the Gospel came. 


“TAKE HEED UNTO THE DOCTRINE” 


Condensed from the Essays Delivered at the San Francis 
Convention, June 18, 19, 20, 22, 1959 


I 
THE SOURCE OF 
DIVINE DOCTRINE 


(See WITNESS, July 14, for Essay I) 


“Take heed unto the doctrine!” So 
Paul writes to Timothy. What was the 
source of the doctrine which Paul en- 
joins Timothy to be concerned about 
and which he had committed to Tim- 
othy as a sacred trust? 

Was it the doctrine of the Pharisees 
in which Paul had been instructed when 
he sat at the feet of Gamaliel? Was it 
the product of Paul’s own fertile mind 
and imagination? Was it the doctrine 
which Paul had discovered in philo- 
sophical systems of thought, such as 
Stoicism and Epicureanism, currents of 
philosophic speculation with which Paul 
had come into contact in the larger 
cities where his missionary zeal had 
taken him? Was it some Oriental cult, 
stemming from Egypt or Persia or even 
India, which forms the basis of Paul’s 
doctrinal orientation? Was it an adap- 
tation from first-century Gnosticism, 
which Paul had to contend with, as we 
note in some of his Epistles? Or was 
his doctrine no more than a Hellenized 
form of a Jewish myth? None of these! 


Paul’s Sources 

One of Paul’s sources was the Old 
Testament. This was for Paul God’s 
authoritative Word. From it he quotes 
over and over again in his Epistles. In 
reference to this source he can say “ac- 
cording to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 
15:3, 4). The other source is the Gos- 
pel which Paul had proclaimed and 
taught. Of this he declares that he had 
received it, not from men but from the 
Lord Himself: “The Gospel which was 
preached by me is not man’s gospel, for 
I neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of 
JesuseChnristwe (Gall le li15 12) 

Repeatedly he uses the phrase “‘ac- 
cording to my Gospel” (Rom. 2:16; 16: 
25a; 2 Tim. 2:8; 1 Tim. 1:11). But that 
Gospel he had received from the Lord. 
Furthermore, in his Epistles Paul tells 
us several times that he is quoting 
a word, a saying, of the Lord. He tells 
the elders of Ephesus: “One must re- 
member the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how He said: It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” (Acts 20:35; cp. also 
I Cor WeilO) 

Finally, though Paul became an 
Apostle as “one untimely born,” since 
he was called into the apostleship by the 
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risen Lord after the other Apostles had 
already begun and suffered because of 
their missionary activity, Paul neverthe- 
less shared in the authority and respon- 
sibility which the Lord had given His 
chosen Twelve. 

Writing, therefore, from prison and 
daily awaiting his execution, Paul writes 
to Timothy in his Second Epistle to 
him: “Do not be overcome by deceivers. 
Evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving and being de- 
ceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). Then he adds: 
“Continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them.” 

It was Eunice and Lois, his mother 
and grandmother, who had first intro- 
duced young Timothy to the Old Testa- 
ment. But it was Paul who had brought 
Timothy to a knowledge of Jesus Christ 
when he met Timothy at Lystra on his 
second journey (Acts 16:1-3). And it 
was from Paul that Timothy had 
learned how to interpret the Old Testa- 
ment correctly, that is, to note that the 
Old Testament with its promises and 
types of the Messiah was to be under- 
stood Christologically. And so Paul con- 
tinues: “And that from a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able,” that is, which possess the 
dynamic power, to instruct you for sal- 
vation by creating faith in Christ Jesus 
(2 Wuten, 33 1153). 

And Paul characterizes these Holy 
Scriptures further in the well-known 
verse: “All Scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
3:16). Thus Paul saw in the Gospel 
committed to him not a new doctrine 
but rather the fulfillment of what God 
had long ago promised in the Sacred 
Scriptures of the Old Testament. The 
immediate source of his doctrine which 
he taught Timothy was his Gospel, but 
that Gospel had its deepest roots in the 
Old Testament. 


The Source of the Other Apostles 

But what Paul declared to be the 
source of his doctrine was also the 
source of what the other Apostles pro- 
claimed and taught. They, too, regarded 
the Old Testament not only as God’s 
authoritative Word but also as God’s 
revelation in which He held out the 
promises of a Messiah-King. But they 
were fortunate to see and hear what the 
Old Testament prophets did not see and 
hear. They saw that Messiah-King in 
person, were called by Him into His 
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fellowship, discipleship, and apes 
and under the guidance of His Spirit 
the Comforter, composed those boo 
of the New Testament not written 
Paul. 

The doctrine which they proclaimed 
taught, and wrote they, too, receiv 
from Christ Himself and from the Ol} 
Testament Scriptures. And thus t 
Christian church from the earliest time 
believes, proclaims, and teaches t 
divine doctrine which has its source ij 
the Old Testament and in the words an) 
teachings of Jesus Himself. 

At first the church read only the Ol} 
Testament books in its divine service 
But in course of time our New Testa 
ment books also were read and receive; 
the same authoritative sanction whic: 
the Old Testament had enjoyed. By an: 
by these New Testament books we 
gathered into what is known as the Nev 
Testament canon. These books, throug. 
the providential care of God, were pr 
served by the church throughout th: 
ages to our own day. 

Both the Old Testament and the New 
Testament, therefore, constitute f 
Christians the source of divine doctrine 
through which God builds and preserv 
the church. 


The Source of the 
Lutheran Symbols 


By the grace of God Luther discovs 
ered, in the course of his controversie® 
with the Roman Church, the great truth 
that Scripture alone is the source of- dii 
vine doctrine. This became also tha 
position of his followers; in fact, alsé 
of the Reformed Churches which cama 
into being in the 16th century. Thi: 
principle is made most explicit by tha 
Formula of Concord, the last of the 
Lutheran Symbols. We quote: “We be: 
lieve, teach, and confess that the sold 
rule and standard according to which 
all dogmas together with (all) teacher: 
should be estimated and judged are the 
prophetic and apostolic Scriptures o' 
as Old and of the New Testamen 
alone. 


False Sources 

Unfortunately, however, throughou 
the history of the church, in fact, since 
Old Testament times, not only the pro 
phetic and apostolic Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, but also othe 
sources have been and in some in 
stances still are regarded to be source: 
of divine doctrine. 

There were the false prophets anc 
seers in the Old Testament period wh« 
also claimed to be possessed by the 
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pirit of God and to proclaim divine 
uth. There were the traditions of the 
ribes and Pharisees, termed by Jesus 
raditions of men,’ which had in 
purse of time achieved the same au- 
horitative status as the Old Testament 
Self. There were the false teachers, 
Ise spirits, antichrists, who appeared 
the Apostolic Church and claimed 

have a divine mission. There were 
ype efforts of some in the early centuries 
introduce as other sources of truth 
agan myths and Greek philosophic 
iypeculation. There was, for a time at 
ast, an alleged “secret apostolic tra- 
ation,” known only to certain especially 
dowed leaders in the early church. 
| There was the stream of “tradition,” 
‘nown as the “unwritten traditions,” 
hich was formally adopted as a source 

divine truth by the Roman Church 
the Council of Trent in the 16th 


There exists in the Roman Church 
ne belief that ultimately the church, 
d in particular its head, the Roman 
pntiff, is not only the final interpreter 
Scripture, but that the pontiff may 
Wso, since the adoption of the Dogma 
Infallibility in 1870, raise to the level 
dogma what cannot be derived from 
Wve prophetic and apostolic Scriptures. 
We have lived to see the day when 
jj Roman pope, Pius XII, declared the 
Yogma of the Assumption of Mary and 
y that act widened the breach between 
yjoman Catholicism and Protestantism. 
i) There were the Enthusiasts in Lu- 
Jher’s day — Luther regarded even the 
ope to be an Enthusiast — but in every 
Ze are found those who claim to re- 
jPive revelations from the Spirit of God 
\bart from the Holy Scriptures. 


Wh 


s Scripture has it, but who limit it by 
1 existential interpretation or broaden 
scope by proposing a wider philo- 
mphic foundation for Christian doc- 


Scripture Its Own Interpreter 


4 But the principle “Scripture alone” 
Means also for us as Lutherans that 
Heripture is its own interpreter; not the 
‘Fisdom of men, not the mind of the 
Waterpreter who dares to rise above 
icripture and dictate to Scripture what 
i must mean; least of all an ecclesiasti- 
41 authority which presumes to be able 
b determine with absolute certainty the 
Mheaning of difficult Scripture passages. 
And when we say “Scripture alone,” 
ve are also saying: Scripture in its im- 
ediate and most obvious sense, regard- 
‘bss of whether that sense meets or does 
Jot meet the approval of the interpreter. 
ll Thus no one has the right arbitrarily 
Ab excise or expurgate portions of Scrip- 
i re as though he were editing for high 
lbhool students a novel by Sir Walter 
cott or an essay by Washington Irving. 
No one has the right to interpolate, or 
partition, or rearrange sections to suit 
lis own fancy. Least of all is it within 
ne right of anyone to deprive the text 


lluty 28, 1959 


of Scripture of its intended meaning on 
the grounds that the language of Scrip- 
ture is couched in ancient and no longer 
intelligible mythological terms, and to 
fill that language with other meanings 
not suggested by the language of 
Scripture. 

The above and the following prac- 
tices and views must, therefore, be re- 
jected by the Lutheran interpreter: 

1)co-ordinating with Scripture “ec- 
clesiastical tradition”; 

2) placing any authority — popes, 
councils, or symbols — above Scripture; 

3) viewing Scripture as the record 
of the natural evolution of the faith of 
Israel and the Early Church; 


4) viewing Scripture as a book of 
inferences made by men from God’s 
mighty acts; 

5) all views which regard the pro- 
phetic and apostolic Word as no more 
than a unique but fallible human wit- 
ness to revelation; 


6) failure to acknowledge the or- 
ganic unity and essential Christocen- 
tricity of the Old and New Testaments; 


7) all attempts to get beyond or 
away from the “plain sense” of Scrip- 
ture by means of allegorical, demytho- 
logical, or existential methods of inter- 
pretation; 


8) arbitrary excision, interpolation, 
or emendation of the text; 


9) every interpretation of Scripture 
which is not in accord with Scripture’s 
central teaching — justification by faith 
in Christ: 

10) failure to hear Scripture on its 
own terms and in its own categories by 
the attempt to make it conform to a pre- 
conceived system of thought; 


11) abuse of the recognition that 
Scripture employs literary types by ar- 
bitrarily assigning certain sections of 
Scripture to myth or legend.* 


Relation of Church Doctrines 
to Scripture 


But the question is in order: What 
is the relation of the dogmas and doc- 
trines of the church to Scripture as the 
source and foundation of all divine 
doctrine? 

We think of the Ecumenical Creeds 
(Apostolic, Nicene, Athanasian). These 
Ecumenical Creeds, as we call them, ex- 
press the faith of all Christians who 
revere the Bible as the Word of God. 
They deal with most important facets 
of divine doctrine, such as the person 
and work of Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Trinity. Yet these Creeds do not pre- 
sume to be doctrinal additions to what 
is contained in the prophetic and apos- 
tolic Scriptures. They are no more than 
summary statements in which the great 
Scriptural truth regarding Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Trinity is precisely and 


* These eleven theses are a summary compiled 
by Merrill Kluhsman for my course ‘Sola 
Scriptura” (Spring Quarter, 1958—59). 
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succinctly stated for the upbuilding of 
the faith and for the rejection of errors. 

We have, furthermore, our Lutheran 
Symbols: the Augsburg Confession and 
its Apology; Luther’s two Catechisms; 
Luther’s Smalcald Articles; the For- 
mula of Concord. These merely spell 
out the pure doctrine of Scripture as 
Luther and his co-laborers and_ fol- 
lowers discerned it in Scriptures. To 
both, the Ecumenical Creeds and the 
Lutheran Symbols, every pastor, 
teacher, and congregation belonging to 
Synod subscribes as the true exposition 
of the Scriptures. Our church sub- 
scribes to these Creeds and Symbols, 
furthermore, not “insofar as” but “‘be- 
cause” they are in truth the true inter- 
pretation of God’s Word in Holy Scrip- 
ture. 

Conclusion 


When we, as Lutherans, confess that 
Scripture alone is the source and foun- 
tain of all divine doctrine, and when 
we say that the Creeds and Confessions 
are the true exposition of the Christian 
faith, we are thanking and glorifying 
God for what He has done for us, by 
His love and grace. We are also con- 
fessing to the whole world that we 
regard ourselves as belonging to that 
great multitude of saints and God’s 
children known as the church, which, 
as Luther reminds us, originated already 
in the Garden of Eden and has con- 
tinued to our own day, 

In making this confession we are also 
declaring that we belong and want to 
belong to that church of the ages which 
has most faithfully clung to the pure 
doctrine of the Scriptures. At the same 
time we are breathing a prayer that God 
would preserve to us that truth and 
enable us to transmit it in its purity and 
fullness to our children and children’s 
children. 

But whenever we are aware of our 
obligation to Scripture and to the 
Creeds and Confessions of our church, 
we are in that moment also indicating 
our dissent from all who would limit or 
expand the scope of divine truth. 

There are those in Christendom who 
believe that the substance of Christian 
doctrine can be neatly summarized in 
the simple confession “Jesus Christ ts 
Lord and Savior” but who are ready to 
grant that the meaning of this confes- 
sion 1s a personal matter. Others be- 
lieve that the source of divine truth is 
larger than Holy Scripture. They tell 
us that since divine truth might be 
found also in the sacred books of other 
religions Christians ought to include 
also these books in their canon. 

Against all these views we Lutherans 
maintain that God, who once spoke at 
various times and in various ways 
through the prophets, has “in these last 
days” spoken through His Son and that 
this Son has spoken by His Spirit 
through the Apostles the authoritative 
Word of God, which it pleased God to 
deposit and preserve in the Scriptures 
of the Old and the New Testament. 

(To be continued) 


Dr. M. F. Kretzmann 


Ends 39 Years of 
Service to Synod 


“Dr. Kretzmann,” called President 
Behnken in the closing minutes of the 
San Francisco convention, “must all 
the names of those excused be read by 
the Excuse Committee?” 

“No,” said the 80-year-old pastor, 
who was attending his 13th delegate 
synod as a member of the Board of 
Directors. 

He answered with authority, for he 
had been Synod’s Secretary and mem- 
ber of its Board of Directors from 1920 
to 1956, when he was relieved of his 
office but elected to the Board. 

Dr. Martin F. Kretzmann holds the 
record for continuous service to the 
church at large—13 consecutive 
three-year terms. He had previously 
served from 1918 to 1920 as Secretary 
of the Central District. 

Election of new members to the 
Board “seems to me to be excellent,” 
Dr. Kretzmann told the WITNEss. 

“While the membership of the group 
has changed repeatedly during these 
39 years,” he commented, “under the 
Lord’s guidance Synod has been served 
admirably by men truly consecrated to 
the cause of the Kingdom.” 

For special recognition he singled out 
the laymen of the Board who have 
given “unstintingly of their time and 
talents.” 

Newly adopted regulations, he be- 
lieves, will simplify election procedures 
in the future. 

He added, however, that “we must 
guard against centralizing power,” 
which may follow from “having boards 
appointed rather than elected.” 

After serving St. John’s Church of 
Kendallville, Ind., from 1909 to 1954, 
Dr. Kretzmann retired from the active 
ministry, moving to Danville, Ind. Two 
years later he organized and became 
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pastor of St. Luke’s in nearby Plainfield, 
“a fine mission field in the county next 
to Marion County and the city of 
Indianapolis.” 

Services were held in the library until 
June 1958, when the congregation dedi- 
cated a new church “on a beautiful site 
favorably located near a new housing 
development.” 

Convinced that “God is still using 
our Synod to build His kingdom,” the 
former synodical officer is even more 
persuaded that “His challenge cannot 
be ignored with impunity. He has 
given us the pure and entire doctrine 
of His Word. We may expect His con- 
tinued blessing only as long as we are 
faithful to our trust.” 


Theo. H. Schlake 


Church Work Rewarding, 
Says Retiring Officer 


How does a 66-year-old director, 
a distinguished-looking lawyer, “bow 
out” after serving for 15 years on 
Synod’s top board? 

Graciously and with honor, one must 
say of Theodore H. Schlake, Chicago 
attorney and Master in Chancery of the 
Circuit Court, Cook County, Ill. 

His only regret is that he won’t be 
sitting in with his former associates 
to help his church “meet some of the 
problems” which he regards as the “un- 
finished business” of his tenure. 

The rapid growth of the church, for 
example, calls for “‘all possible vigilance 
in the way of economy,” in his opinion. 

Another item: “The needs of the 
church must be brought to the grass 
roots so that we don’t have an inactive 
one third or an uninterested segment, 
but that the entire membership becomes 
fully alerted to the needs of Synod.” 

To get to the grass roots will require, 
he believes, “wholehearted cO-opera- 
tion with the program of the Synodical 
Affairs Committee, which binds to- 
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of the San Francisco Convention 


gether all members of the church wit 
special assignments to the Board ¢ 
Directors, the Walther League, the Lu 
theran Laymen’s League, and the Lu 
theran Women’s Missionary League: 

Mission opportunities are “widenim 
all the time,” says the former directo¢ 
who also served as treasurer of tH 
Armed Services Commission durim 
World War II, from 1943 to 1950. 

Synod cannot take advantage of 11 
opportunities, members of our churché: 
must be told, unless “we adhere to tH 
following line of thinking: More mii 
sions mean more campuses, more buila 
ings, more professors, more operatint 
costs, and finally, more money.” 

Master in Chancery by appointmer 
(the Judge refers to him matters fa 
hearing and determination to aid th 
Court in making a decision in matte? 
of equity), Mr. Schlake urges Lutheran 
to seek public office. 

He sees in many urban areas a “tre 
to keep out Protestant influences 3 
much as possible.” What may also hek 
counteract this trend, he believes, — 
a “Lutheran federation or at lea 
a Protestant federation.” 

But one thing is certain, accordi 
to a layman who has served his co 
munity and his church, “the most re 
warding service is service rendered 1 
the church.” 


Vote to Appraise 
Retirement Plan 


An “objective appraisal” will be mac 
of Synod’s experience with the retir} 
ment plan “over the past 18 years,” ; 
well as of the experience of otha 
church bodies in this matter, by vo: 
of the convention. 

President Behnken is to appoii 
a six-member committee which in 196 
will report its findings, together wii 
recommendations and plans for an e? 
panded use of the current policy « 
its abandonment. 

Eighteen years ago the Misso 
Synod placed a 65-year age limit 
professors and administrators of i 
colleges and seminaries. Later the lim 
was extended to 70. 

Critical point in applying the reti 
ment procedure, delegates were tol! 
comes in determining at what age < 
individual is no longer physically ar 
mentally able to carry a heavy wo? 
THE LUTHERAN WITN 


THE LUTHERAN 


1ST VICE-PRESIDENT 


THE 
DISTRICT 
PRESIDENTS 


iNOR’ 
ISSIONS 


As a first step toward more effective 
Administration the San Francisco con- 
ention adopted a new organizational 
structure and approved changes in oper- 
wating procedures recommended by the 
Synodical Survey Commission after 
a three-year study. 
Also adopted were resolutions call- 
‘ng for a continued study of adminis- 
‘ative methods and procedures and 
Whppointment of a 13-member Survey 
Commission and a nine-member Joint 
‘Committee, which is to implement au- 
thorized changes. 
' The new organizational structure 
iprings together all synodical boards, 
ommittees, and commissions into four 
‘proad divisional groupings: Operating, 
‘Service, Governmental, and Adminis- 
‘trative. All synodical agencies will be 
brouped within the divisions for co- 
rdinated planning and execution in 
| losely related areas of synodical work. 
Changes in operating procedures in- 
Jude transfer of all missions outside 
‘he U.S. and Canada to the Board for 
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CHURCH == MISSOURI 


THE PRESIDENT a. = THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Se yehinOoD 


DIVISION OF 
FINANCE 


DIVISION OF 
CONTROLLERSHIP 
DIVISION OF 
STAFF SERVICES 
CHATRMAN DIVISION OF 
PARISH SERVICES 
DIVISION OF 
CHAIRMAN SOCIAL ACTION AND 
oe WELFARE 1 
[CHATRRAN DIVISION OF 


CHURCH LITERATURE 


Showing main features of the administrative organizational structure 
proposed by the Survey Commission and adopted by the 1959 convention 


SURVEY COMMISSION REPORT ADOPTED; 
WORK TO BE EVALUATED, CONTINUED 


Missions in Foreign Countries, which 
becomes the Board for World Missions, 
while the Board for Missions in North 
and South America becomes the Board 
for North American Missions; creation 
of a Stewardship Board; and merging 
of the General Literature Board, the 
Young People’s Literature Board, and 
the Committee for Development of 
Scholarly Research into one Commis- 
sion on Church Literature. 

Divisional chairmen, one for each 
of the eleven divisions, will help agen- 
cies prepare balanced and co-ordinated 
plans and budgets. They will also rep- 
resent their agencies in the Council of 
Administrators, headed by the Execu- 
tive Director. 

As full-time executive officer under 
the Board of Directors, the Executive 
Director will assist the President in his 
administrative supervisory duties and 
serve as intermediary between the divi- 
sional agencies, the Board of Directors, 
and the President. His functions will 
be “mainly communicational and co- 


(347) 


ordinative in purpose,” according to 
Prof. Walter F. Gast, Research Director 
of the Synodical Survey Commission. 

The Executive Director is to be pro- 
vided with “staff assistance as the need 
for such assistance becomes clear.” 

Also established by adoption of the 
Commission’s report are a central Re- 
search Department, which is to be ini- 
tiated by the appointment of a Research 
Director, and a Nominations Commit- 
tee for the selection of appointive ad- 
ministrative personnel. 

The new Survey Commission will 
evaluate the effectiveness of all adopted 
resolutions and make recommendations 
to the 1962 convention. It will also 
study such questions as the relation 
of Synod to its member congrega- 
tions; the auxiliary organizations within 
Synod and their relationship to Synod; 
the tenure of office of elected officers 
and members of the various synodical 
agencies; the tenure, review, replace- 
ment, and retirement of elected and 
appointed officers and other salaried ad- 
ministrative personnel; the location of 
synodical agencies; departmentation 
within divisions; and the values and 
functions of the Fiscal Conference. 

Future reports of the Commission 
are to be published at least six months 
before the date of the next synodical 
convention. 


New Editorial Board 
To Appoint Editors 


The editor of the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
and the editor of Der Lutheraner will 
be appointed by a nine-member edi- 
torial board to be named by the College 
of Presidents, according to resolutions 
adopted by the San Francisco con- 
vention. 

Objectives of both periodicals as well 
as an interpretation of “official organ” 
will be submitted to the 1962 conven- 
tion after approval by the College of 
Presidents. 

Special problems of editorship in- 
volving tenure of office, training of 
future editors, and editorial staffs were 
also referred to the Editorial Board for 
recommendation to the next delegate 
synod. 

The convention expressed its thanks 
to those associated with the production 
of the WiTNeEss after accepting an 
amendment which urged greater em- 
phasis on doctrinal articles for lay 
readers. 
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LAYMAN BEN KOCH, Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of Australia, came to San 
_ Francisco at his own expense to tell the 
_ Missouri Synod: “You people have been 
a real influence ... a real stalwart to 
our church.” 
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The first confirmation class in the 49th state, confirmed Pentecost Sunday in 
Anchorage Church. Pastor Joseph Frenz has served in Alaska since 1948. 


Synod Keeps Goal of 1,350 New Mission 
Stations During Decade Ending in 1965 


With gratitude to God for mission 
blessings and opportunities, Synod reit- 
erated its 1956 goal of opening 1,350 
new mission stations during the decade 
from 1956 to 1965. 

To co-ordinate and integrate the 
mission work of Synod and the Dis- 
tricts, the convention requested “each 
District Mission Board and Circuit Mis- 
sion Board to make a complete and 
intensive survey of the mission oppor- 
tunities in its area, using all available 
assistance and resources, including 
those made available by Synod’s Board 
for Missions in North and South 
America.” 

To meet the challenge of the chang- 
ing scene in rural and urban areas, the 
convention authorized employment of 


the necessary personnel and services. 
Congregations were urged to take note 
of the many Indians moving into metro- 
politan areas. 

Because evangelism is an important 
task of the church and because the 
challenge of personal Christian witness 
needs constant emphasis, the delegates 
encouraged every congregation to “elect 
or otherwise provide for a board or 
committee on evangelism.” 

Designating 1960 as an evangelism 
year, the convention voted to conduct 
a Synodwide __ Preaching-Teaching- 
Reaching mission in the pre-Lenten 
season. All congregations of Synod 
were urged to “adopt” or “adapt” the 
working details of this effort as out- 
lined by the Evangelism Department. 


Several important resolutions were referred to an unimportant-sounding com- 


mittee Miscellaneous. 
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14) 9 016) EQ of the San Francisco Convention 


Intersynodical, Doctrinal 
Matters Emphasized 


“Take Heed unto the Doctrine,” the 
title of Dr. Paul M. Bretscher’s essay, 
also became a prime concern of the 
44th regular convention of Synod. 

Officers of the church body and its 
Districts were encouraged to use every 
possible means “for proper supervision 
of doctrine and practice.” 

The delegates resolved to continue to 
strive for greater unity in the Synodical 
Conference and to accept the Statement 
on Scripture (WITNESS, Feb. 24, pp. 
8, 9) submitted by the Conference’s 
unity committees. 

The National Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (Finnish) was officially invited 


to establish organic union with The Lu- 


theran Church — Missouri Synod. 

It was resolved to invite represent- 
atives of The American Lutheran 
Church to meet with Synod’s Com- 
mittee on Doctrinal Unity and to ask 
sister synods to participate in the dis- 
cussions. 

Action on membership in the Lu- 
theran World Federation and the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council was deferred 
until the report of the Committee on 
Doctrinal Unity on these matters is 
available. 

The convention voted to send official 
observers to the assembly of the World 
Council of Churches and to similar con- 
ventions. A library of ecumenical in- 
formation will be established by the 
Committee on Doctrinal Unity. 


— 


All conferences were urged to “give © 


prominence to the study of Christian 
doctrine.” 


Dr. Empie Thanks Synod 
For LWR Contributions 


“Lutheran World Relief is the bet- 
ter for the contributions you have made 
and for the insights you have brought 
to the task,” the delegates heard from 
Dr. Paul C. Empie, New York City, 


Executive Secretary of the National. 


Lutheran Council. 

He said that Lutherans everywhere 
are “assessing their position” because 
“we face some terrifying facts.” 


At a time when Christians of the. 


world “are being outbred two to one,” 
he stated, “the important thing is how 


our faith, based on God’s Word, can _ 


be translated into cross-bearing.” 
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Raise Minimal Requirements for Preparation of 
- Women Teachers; Note Senior College Commencement 


Women students entering the teacher- 
education program in September 1962 
will be placed by Synod upon comple- 
tion of the baccalaureate-degree re- 
quirements, it was ruled by the 44th 
delegate synod. 


Women students entering in Septem- 
ber 1960 and 1961 will be placed upon 
completion of three years of profes- 
sional training, as heretofore. 


Among reasons cited for the change 
were: (1) Lutheran elementary schools 
are “increasingly requiring women 
teachers with a baccalaureate degree”; 
(2) male teachers are required to hold 
the degree; (3) 39 states require four 
years of professional preparation for 
teacher certification. 


Concordia Senior College 


Taking note of the opening, the 
dedication, and the first commencement 
of Concordia Senior College, Fort 
Wayne, the convention thanked God 
for “guiding the planning, construction, 
staffing, and current operation” of the 
new college as an “integral part of the 
training system of the Synod.” 

The convention also implored con- 
tinued divine blessing on the school, 
expressed thanks to the Lord “for re- 
storing the health of the first president 
... Dr. Martin J. Neeb,” and implored 
for him “continued health and service 
to the college and to the Synod.” 


Capital-Investment Needs 


For the colleges and seminaries un- 
der the jurisdiction of the Board for 
‘Higher Education the following capi- 
tal-investment expenditures were au- 


‘thorized for recommendation to the 
next three fiscal conferences: 


1960 fiscal year $2,400,000 
1961 fiscal year __ 2,650,000 
1962 fiscal year - 2,900,000 


Estimates of capital investments in 
educational plants which the BHE may 
recommend for approval to the 1962 
convention: 


1963 fiscal year —_...-__. $3,175,000 
1964: fiscal yealyere = 3,465,000 
1965 fiscal year... 3,800,000 


For the next six years, as shown in 
“Projection of Synodical Work Pro- 
gram, 1960—1965” (Repofts and 
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Memorials, pp. 484, 485), Synod’s pro- 
gram of higher education will require 
$18,390,000 for capital-investment 
funds of existing campuses and 
$12,000,000 for new campuses, as Well 
as $34,235,000 for current operations. 
Total needs: $64,625,000. 


Urge Regional Accreditation 


Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., 
was commended for achieving accredi- 
tation with the North Central Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 
and the other junior colleges were urged 
to seek regional accreditation. 


The convention approved detailed 
plans for the reorganization of the 
synodical education system in Brazil, 
provided for the appointment of boards 
of control at the colleges in South 
America, and authorized additional 
professorships at these schools. 


Keep Seminary in Springfield 


Because it does not appear feasible to 
move the Springfield seminary to the 
West Coast and because the _ historic 
purpose of the school seems to be best 
served by its present location, it was 
resolved to keep the seminary in 
Springfield, Ill. 

Memorials to develop four-year 
teacher-training programs at several 
junior colleges were referred to the 
BHE for further study and consultation 
with the boards of control. If this study 
indicates that action is desirable before 
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the 1962 convention, the BHE is au- 
thorized, after consultation with the 
Board of Directors, the College of Pres- 
idents, and the boards of control, to 
institute four-year teacher-training pro- 
grams “where this is advisable.” 


Of 37 requests for new professorial 
chairs at synodical schools 20 were 
granted. Within the budgetary limita- 
tions established, the BHE, upon re- 
quest of the boards of control, was 
authorized to fill the granted chairs. 


The BHE was instructed to solicit 
from Districts and pastoral conferences 
some expressions on 15 propositions, 
submitted as working principles to pro- 
vide for the growth of Synod’s training 
system to match and insure synodical 
growth. 


Review Salaries 


Since the cost of living “affects par- 
ticularly those on regular salaries,” the 
BHE, the Board of Directors, and the 
Fiscal Conference were requested to 
review anually the salary schedule of 
all instructional personnel at Synod’s 
colleges, to encourage positive action 
“to keep salary levels in line with the 
cost of living and in favorable relation- 
ship to those being paid by the congre- 
gations and by church-related groups 
within the Synod.” 

In other resolutions the convention 
re-established the high school freshman 
year at Concordia College, Portland, 
Oreg., broadened the housing policy 
for appointed teaching personnel, and 
authorized the Board of Directors to 
buy and sell campus property between 
conventions. 


The exhibit of Concordia Publishing House, this year celebrating nine decades of 
religious publishing, was the meeting place of men who represented the firm as well 
as synodical agencies. 
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Proverbs 


The Power of the Tongue 


Proverbs 18:21: “Death and life are 
in the power of the tongue.” 


Both secular and sacred writers have 
much to say about the power of the 
tongue — the influence that words can 
exert for good or ill. 


History is full of examples of the 
power of the tongue. A Hitler could 
whip the masses to an emotional 
frenzy with ranting, hate-filled words. 
A Churchill could steel his people to 
endure “blood, toil, sweat, and tears” 
with courageous, hope-filled words. 

The influence of the tongue is cor- 
respondingly strong in the affairs of in- 
dividual men. A word of praise, of en- 
couragement, of good counsel, can raise 
a man’s spirit, bring him new hope, or 
set his feet on a proper path. On the 
other hand, a false report, idle gossip. 
or a sly innuendo can blight a man’s 
reputation and bring grief and bitterness 
to his soul. 

St. James knows whereof he speaks 
when he writes of the tongue: “There- 
with bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are 
made after the similitude of God. Out 
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be.” 

We must, therefore, beware lest death 
reside in the power of our own 
tongue — death-dealing words of slan- 
der and malice toward our neighbor; 
death-dealing words of profanity and 
blasphemy in our relationship to God. 

On the other hand, we must cultivate 
the life-giving power of our tongue. 
There is life in our tongue when we sing 
the praises of our God, when we testify 
to His redeeming grace in Christ, when 
we speak to others about the Manger, 
the Cross, and the Open Tomb. 


There is life in our tongue when we 
speak words of forgiveness to the pen- 
itent; words of encouragement to the 
weak; words of counsel to the erring; 
words of solace to the bereaved; words 
of hope to the afflicted. 

And for this God-pleasing, life-giving 
use of the tongue we have the supreme 
example of Christ Himself, “who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth.” 

Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 


THOMAS COATES 
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Christian Hymns 


“The Story of Christian Hymnody” 


It is with distinct pleasure that this 
column deviates from its customary 
treatment of particular hymns to call 
attention to a fascinating book on 
hymnody just come from the press. 

Some 30 years ago Dr. E. E. Ryden, 
for the past 25 years editor of The Lu- 
theran Companion (Augustana Synod), 
published The Story of Our Hymns. 
The book became so popular that it 
passed through eight printings. Now 
Dr. Ryden has revised and expanded 
it to a 688-page volume entitled The 
Story of Christian Hymnody. Since the 
author has been a life-time student of 
hymnology, an accomplished hymn 
writer himself, one would expect. an 
authoritative treatment of the subject 
from his pen. He does not disap- 
point us. 

The author takes the reader, as it 
were, on an airplane flight through the 
realm of Christian hymnody, beginning 
with the New Testament era and end- 
ing with American hymnody. In _ be- 
tween are sections, in chronological 
order, on early Christian, medieval, 
German, Scandinavian, and English 
hymns. An experienced guide, he makes 
stops on the long flight to point out 
milestones in the history of Christian 
hymnody. Not only does he present 
biographical sketches of authors, move- 
ments, characteristics of various schools, 
but interesting sidelights on hymno- 
logical data, bits of fascinating infor- 
mation often tucked away in the narra- 
tive. Though there is evidence of 
scholarly research, the results are not 
pedantically obtrusive but pleasantly 
palatable to the lay reader. 

More than a hundred favorite hymns 
are given in full-page texts, about 70 
of which are found in The Lutheran 
Hymnal. The divisions under the five 
general sections are broken up into 114 
subdivisions with teasing titles, such 
as “A Slave Trader Who Wrote Chris- 
tian Lyrics”; “An Immortal Hymn by 
a Shoemaker”; “A Bird of a Single 
Song”; “America’s Greatest Hymn and 
Its Author.” This treatment breaks up 
the chronological order and makes the 
narrative, with its chaste and fluent 
style, easy reading. 

Ryden’s book stands midway between 
encyclopedic treatises on hymnology 
and sketchy books of “Selected 
Hymns.” 
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Of particular interest to American 
Lutherans are two of the author’s con- | 
cluding chapters. In “Lutheran Hym- 
nody Comes to America” he presents 
the various hymnological efforts of Lu- 
theran immigrants in this field, from 
their use of hymns in their native 
tongue and translations to original com- | 
positions in English. 

Especially mentioned are the pro- 
ductions of Matthias Loy, one-time 
president of the Ohio Synod and co- 
founder of the Synodical Conference, 
and Henry Eyster Jacobs, leading theo- 
logian of the General Council. 

Of the Missouri Synod, Ryden says: 
“No Lutheran group in America has 
been more zealous in preserving Ger- 
man hymns in English dress than The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod.” 
He calls particular attention to Dr. W.: 
G. Polack and pays special tribute to 
Dr. C. F. W. Walther for his Easter 
lyric in The Lutheran Hymnal. Wal- | 
ther, he says, has been called “the most 
commanding figure in the Lutheran 
Church during the 19th century.” 

The question is sometimes asked why 
the Synodical Conference did not co- 
operate in the recent publication of 
the Service Book and Hymnal of the 
eight bodies of the National Lutheran 
Council, of whose commission Dr. Ry- 
den was secretary. An answer to this 
question can be deduced, in part, from 
his chapter “A Unifying American | 
Hymnal.” Here he traces the attempts 
of Lutheran groups, since 1921, to pro- — 
duce a common hymnal. They did not 
succeed. In 1944 the ULCA proposed 
the production of a common hymnal. 
Eventually all the bodies of the NLC 
co-operated. It appeared in 1958. 

In 1929 the Missouri Synod resolved 
to publish a hymnal and invited the 
three other bodies of the Synodical 
Conference to join them. This hymnal 
was published in 1941. Hence, when 
the ULC proposal was issued, The Lu- 
theran Hymnal had already been sold 
In some 850,000 copies. 

The Story of Christian Hymnody 
merits a place in every congregational 
library. Hymn lovers will prize this 
fascinating book. The Augustana Book 
Concern and its manager, Birger Swen- 
son, have produced, at a reasonable 
price of $5.95, a masterpiece of beauti- 
ful printing. jeune 
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Whats the 
ANSWER ? 


® How apply baptismal water? 


@ What is meant by “sevenfold Spirit’? 


@ Why the rite of ordination? 


% 


Question: 
“baptize” 


Does the word 
always have the 


jjmeaning of “dip” or “immerse” in the 
{ New Testament, or are there other 
|{Scriptural modes of applying the 


|jbaptismal water? 


Answer: Our Catechism maintains 
that to baptize means to apply water by 


\washing, pouring, sprinkling, or im- 
‘}mersing, thus considering all of these 
modes as Scriptural if done by Chris- 
|jtian people in the name of the Father, 
(Son, and Holy Ghost. To be sure, there 
‘are two instances in the ancient Greek 
‘jmanuscripts of the Bible in which “bap- 
jitize““ means only to dip or immerse 
¥ (Matt. 26:23; Mark 14:20; Luke 16:24; 


John 13:26), but they are never used in 
connection with Baptism. 
As we page through the New Testa- 


‘iment, we note that the usual word for 
‘\ibaptize (baptizein) refers to different 


modes of applying the water. John the 


|jBaptist spoke of people who were to 
ibe baptized with the Holy Ghost and 


with fire (Matt.3:11). The apostle 
Peter, quoting Joel 2:28, 29, describes 


sjjthis baptism as a pouring out of the 
\t Spirit 


(CNGCts 2c) ae nee ouikesl t= 38 
a Pharisee marvels that Jesus had not 
first washed (baptized Himself) before 
dinner. St. Mark speaks of the wash- 


‘\ing (baptizing) of cups and pots and 


brazen vessels and tables (Mark 7:4), 


‘;of which at least the last-named could 


hardly have been done by immersing. 
| Nor must repeated references to com- 


| ing out of the water after Baptism 


(Jesus, Matt. 3:16; the eunuch and 


|)Philip, Acts 8:39) be regarded as con- 
\iclusive proof that immersion had taken 


place, it being entirely possible and 
plausible that the water was applied by 


|{pouring with both standing in the water, 
especially in the case of the eunuch and 


|jBaptism 


Philip in the desert pool along the Gaza 
road. Even the “buried with Christ by 
into death” (Rom. 6:3, 4) 


\idoes not speak of the mode of Baptism, 
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but of its effect on the cleansed believer, 
of the new life that must follow after 
Baptism. 

In Holy Baptism all depends upon 
the gracious will of God. His command 
and promise are equally effective re- 
gardless of how the water is applied. 
Question: What is meant by 

the sevenfold Spirit of God 


or the seven gifts and blessings of the 
Holy Spirit? 


Answer: The answer to this question 
is found in Is. 11:2, where the inspired 
prophet employs seven descriptive terms 
for the Spirit who was to rest upon the 
promised Messiah (Ps. 45:7; Matt. 
3:16; Acts 10:38). Yet these terms do 
not merely characterize the Holy Spirit 
Himself, but also the gifts and blessings 
He bestows on all true believers. 

First the holy prophet calls the Holy 
Spirit the Spirit of the Lord, character- 
izing Him as the bearer of all the full- 
ness of divine power that was imparted 
to the human nature of Christ (Col. 
2:9). Then he calls Him the Spirit of 
wisdom and _ understanding, who 
searches all things, yea, the deep things 
of God (1 Cor. 2:10), and has perfect 
understanding and insight into God’s 
mysteries and will. With this Spirit 
resting upon Him, the Messiah would 
grant His followers the gift to discern 
good and evil. 

Again, the Holy Ghost is called the 
Spirit of counsel and might. The Mes- 
siah, who was to be anointed with the 
Spirit of counsel and might and had 
already been referred to as Counselor 
and Mighty God (Is.9:6), would 
possess and impart to His loved ones the 
counsel they need in times of sorrow 
and distress, giving them light and hope 
in darkness, and strength to fight the 
good fight of faith to a victorious finish. 

Lastly, the Holy Spirit is called the 
Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
God. These terms refer to the relation- 
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ship of the Messiah to His heavenly 
Father, namely, one of unfailing and 
unshakable determination to do His will 
even unto death. 

Of these gifts and blessings imparted 
to the Messiah the Holy Spirit also 
grants a rich measure to those who ac- 
cept Jesus Christ as their heaven-sent 
Savior. Our church has long used these 
words of the prophet as a confirmation 


blessing upon young followers of Jesus. 
? Question: What is the signif- 
icance of the ordination of 


pastors, and where is this rite to be 
performed? 


Answer: According to the Lutheran 
Confessions ordination is the ratification 
of a valid ministerial call received and 
accepted by a qualified candidate for 
the Christian ministry. The extension 
and acceptance of the call, not the 
ordination, establishes the pastor-people 
relationship between the candidate and 
the calling congregation. The rite of 
ordination is the calling congregation’s 
public declaration that it has called this 
candidate and is now conferring on him 
the authority and responsibility of ad- 
ministering publicly on its behalf the 
various functions of the Office of the 
Keys. Ordination is quite similar in 
purpose to the public inauguration of 
our Presidents and state governors. 

Our Synod, too, has an interest in the 
ordination of its pastors and so from 
the beginning has reserved to itself the 
authority to ordain them. No candidate 
may become pastor of a member con- 
gregation of Synod without authoriza- 
tion from the respective District Presi- 
dent. Such authorization is granted only 
to candidates who declare their willing- 
ness and solemn resolve to carry on 
their ministry in strict conformity to the 
Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, a vow which is repeated at the 
time of ordination. This is one of Syn- 
od’s safeguards against the infiltration 
of false doctrine. 

As for the proper place of ordination, 
the traditional place for it is in the 
presence of the calling congregation 
(Synodical Handbook, 4.19); yet, while 
Synod in its recent convention in San 
Francisco in Christian liberty reiterated 
this position in the interest of good 
order in the church, it also provided 
that the President of the District of 
which the calling congregation is 
a member may authorize the ordination 
of a candidate in his home congregation 
if the calling congregation gives its 
permission. Subsequent installations, 
however, must always take place in the 
presence of the calling congregation. 

O. E. SOHN 
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SYNOD ACCEPTS IELC AS SISTER CHURCH; 
ESTABLISHES “LIT AND LIT” COMMITTEE 


Started 64 years ago as the first 
foreign mission of the Missouri Synod, 
the India Evangelical Lutheran Church 
on June 25, 1959, was accepted as a 
sister church at the San Francisco con- 
vention. 

President Behnken extended Synod’s 
hand of fellowship to Rev. B. H. Jack- 
ayya, General Secretary (President) of 
the 3,100-member church and professor 
at Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil, 
India. 

Fellowship between the two churches, 
Dr. Behnken stated, is based on the 
Scriptures and the Lutheran Con- 
fessions. 

The resolution of acceptance pledged 
to the IELC “our assistance in men and 
money, as circumstances permit, so that 
the cause of the Kingdom may be 
furthered with the trust that under the 
continued blessing of God the IELC 
may soon become completely self-sus- 
taining.” 

Serving as administrative liaison be- 
tween the IELC and the Missouri Synod 
will be the Board for Missions in For- 
eign Countries. 

General Secretary Jackayya, who ad- 
dressed words of appreciation to the 
delegates, will return to India with a 
$1,000 gift from the Portland Con- 
cordia College for a mission chapel. 


Literacy and Literature 


Missionaries of the Cross have taught 
the people of India to read, delegates to 


the San Francisco convention were told, 
but the Communists have given them 
something to read. 

Recognizing the effectiveness of the 
printed page in spreading the Gospel of 
Christ among millions of the world who 
can read, as weli-as the need to teach 
the millions who cannot read so that 


nanan 


ANOTHER 705 BAPTIZED 
IN NEW GUINEA 


The Holy Spirit has harvested an- 
other group of souls at Yaramanda, 
New Guinea, where 205 people re- 
ceived the seal of Holy Baptism on 
Sunday, July 5. At TIrelya (New 
Guinea) our missionaries baptized 500 
converts on June 14. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow! 

H. H. KOPPELMANN 
Acting Executive Secretary 
Board for Missions in 
Foreign Countries 


STE TA a a SEE EES SE TT TY 


they may be able to study the Scrip- 
tures, Synod provided for the establish- 
ment of a joint committee on literacy 
and literature. 

The “Lit and Lit Committee” will 
consist of members appointed by mis- 
sion boards operating in foreign coun- 
tries. In consultation with Concordia 
Publishing House and other interested 


Richard Showers, principal of Trinity Lutheran School, Bronx, and Mrs. Showers 
say farewell to Missionary Harold A. Hein and family as they leave for third tour 
of duty at Obot Idim, Nigeria, West Africa. 

L.—r.: Mrs. Showers, Mrs. Hein, Karen, Deborah, Missionary Hein, and Mr. Showers. 
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agencies the joint committee will de- 
velop an ongoing literacy program “in 
all mission fields where illiteracy bars 
people from the written and printed | 
Word” and an intensive program of 
producing and distributing Christian | 
literature “in the mission fields of the 
world.” 

To implement such a program, the 
mission boards were encouraged to re- 
quest the necessary funds from the Fis- 
cal Conference. 


Speakers Bureau 


When missionaries come home on 
furlough, they welcome the opportunity 
for rest and refreshment. But they are_ 
also willing and eager to tell the story 
of their lifework in sermons, addresses, 
and illustrated lectures. 

To supervise and direct the speaking 
engagements of furloughing mission- 
aries, Synod encouraged the Secretary 
of Missions to establish a Speakers 
Bureau. After “due consultation with 
the furloughing missionary, the respec- 
tive mission board, and a District repre- 
sentative” the bureau will schedule the 
missionary for rallies, lectures, and 
lecture tours. 


Entering the Middle East 


In the Middle East, the convention 
Committee on Missions reported, the 
Lord has “‘just at this time, through The 
Lutheran Hour, opened another door to 
our church.” 

Experience of the past eight years in- 
dicates that there is a challenging mis- 
sion opportunity in this area, the com- 
mittee said, and “in the Middle East we 
shall be able to widen our approach to 
the Muslim.” 

On the committee’s recommenda- 
tion the convention authorized the 
Board for Missions in Foreign Coun- 
tries, with the approval of the Board of 
Directors, to enter the Middle East as 
a mission field. 

Only about one per cent of some 
100,000,000 people in the area are 
considered Christians. Lutheran Hour 
broadcasts since 1950 have enrolled in| 
Bible correspondence courses 14,800. 


persons from seven different Arabic 
countries. 


Resident Counselor in Europe 


Part-time arrangements were made 
by the convention to provide “super- 
visory and counseling aid in certain 
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ijareas of Europe” under jurisdiction of 
ithe Board for European Affairs. 

\j Appointment of a full-time counselor 
as held in abeyance upon recommen- 
ation of Dr. H. A. Mayer and Prof. 
Martin Naumann, who had studied the 
Board’s areas of operation abroad. 

The work of sister churches in 
urope will be guided and aided by 
appointment of a part-time counselor 
“from England or the European con- 
tinent.” 

Although Lutheran free churches in 
\WGermany, France, Denmark, Belgium, 
land Finland are making determined 
_jefforts to achieve financial indepen- 
idence, it is still necessary for the Mis- 
souri Synod to subsidize refugee con- 
_figregations and the theological seminary 
‘Jat Oberursel, Germany. 


Other Resolutions 


Resolutions were adopted encourag- 
‘ing the work of the Evangelical Lu- 
“itheran Church of England, the missions 
“in Africa (Nigeria. Ogoja, Ghana), and 
‘the efforts of our Philippine church 
Jiamong the Muslims. 

Votes of commendation and thanks 
\iwere given the Walther League, the Lu- 
theran Laymen’s League, and the Lu- 
»theran Women’s Missionary League for 
,jtheir contributions to foreign mission 
Jjwork. Warm appreciation was ex- 
jitended to Dr. O. H. Schmidt, former 
\iExecutive Secretary of the Board for 
,|/Missions in Foreign Countries. 

Since the Board’s work has expanded 
||to include seven fields and 148 mission- 
aries and since the creation of in- 
|| digenous churches calls for special con- 
‘\jsideration, the convention established a 
“third executive position” under the 
Board for Missions in Foreign Coun- 
tries. 

_-The third executive, to be appointed 
by the Board with the concurrence of 
the Board of Directors, will have prime 
responsibility for the “whole work of 
foreign missions.” while the other 
executives will be termed “field secre- 
taries” for specific geographic areas. 
Synod’s Board of Directors will 
appoint an executive secretary of 
medical missions, who is to “serve as 
the administrative staff officer for the 
mission boards of Synod for all their 
medical work.” A medical mission 
council will counsel and guide the 
executive secretary. It will also “seek 
to develop interest in, and support for, 
medical missions.” ; 
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REPOR AY of the San Francisco Convention 


Mission workers on furlough from many foreign countries were presented to the 
delegates at the San Francisco convention. Some are pictured here. 


L.—r.: Dr. Roy Suelflow, Formosa; Rev. 


Robert Jastram, 


Japan; Miss Angela Rehwinkel and 


Dr. Wolfgang Bulle, India; Misses Gertrude Simon and Lorraine Behling, Hong Kong; Rey. Victor 
Heinicke, New Guinea; Rey. Herbert Kretzmann and Rey. Alvaro Carino, Philippine Islands. 


Armed Services Commission 


Home pastors and congregations 
were encouraged to co-operate with the 
Armed Services Commission in main- 
taining contact between the church and 
the men and women in service. 

The convention pledged support of 
Synod’s congregations to the following 
resolution, adopted by the St. Paul con- 
vention in 1956: 


“Resolved, That we petition both the 
executive and legislative branches of the 
Government to take such action as will 

“1. Abolish the present compulsory 
attendance of its military personnel at 
divine services; and will 

“2. Afford an opportunity for each 
denomination at its own expense to pro- 
vide spiritual care for its members 
wherever this is not being done.” 

The Armed Services Commission was 


urged to “continue its efforts in this 
matter until the desired goal has been 
reached.” 


College and University Work 


Recognizing the extraordinary and 
critical opportunities in the campus 
ministry, and mindful of the Spirit’s 
visible blessing on this important work, 
the convention requested Synod’s Board 
of Directors and the Fiscal Conference 
to “effect substantial and progressive 
increases” in the operating budget of 
the Commission on College and Uni- 
versity Work. 

Gamma _ Delta, the International 
Association of Lutheran Students, this 
year observing its 25th anniversary, 
was commended for its concern in 
“keeping the university youth with the 
church.” 


Rev. John H. Baumgaertner, Milwaukee, has been cited by Air Force Chief of 


Staff Gen. Thomas D. White and Chief of Air Force Chaplains (Major Gen.) 
Terence P. Finnegan with a testimonial of service in recognition of his services 
in conducting preaching missions to Air Force personnel and their families in 


The testimonial was presented April 10 this year during special ceremo- 


Europe. 
Truax Field execu- 


nies at the Truax Field chapel by Lt. Col. Wendell C, Croom, 


% ke i ivisi (SAGE); R 18S KC 

—r.: . Col. Croom; Chaplain (Major) Claude L. Chilton, 30th Air Division 7) Revie CG: 
Prochl, Wenn member roe Synod’s Armed Services Commission; Pastor Baumgaertner; Chaplain 
(Captain) Clarence H. Hesseldenz; and Chaplain (1st Lt.) A. B. Leonard. 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Leaving Home 


You can have frequent contact with 
your mother by weekly letters, by tele- 
phone calls, and by several visits a year. 


ProBLEM: “My mother and I have 
been close to each other, especially since 
I am the only child. I have completed 
my professional training and have fine 
opportunities for advancement in the 
East. For years my mother has been 
looking forward to the day when 
I could return to our Midwestern city 
and make my home with her. However, 
I would like to be on my own and have 
accepted a position a thousand miles 
away. My mother is a widow, lives 
alone, and has just retired from a suc- 
cessful teaching career. What help can 
my mother and I have to meet this 
situation?” 


We can well understand your moth- 
er’s yearning to have her only daughter 
at home. However, young people today 
frequently like to accept opportunities 
in which they can make the greatest 
progress in their chosen careers, and 
a parent should encourage such devel- 
opment and not be overprotective or 
overpossessive. Naturally your mother 
will experience greater loneliness with 
a daughter so many miles away. Yours 
is not an isolated problem. And there 
are solutions. 


Your mother is facing a new role in 
life. Parents have one role when the 
children are small, another when these 
are in school, a third when they are 
in college, and a completely new role 
as young people leave home and set 
up their own households. 


Try to understand your mother’s lone- 
liness in her new situation. She placed 
high hopes and a great deal of confi- 
dence in you and looked forward to 
having you at her side for years to 
come. She is going through a period 
of readjustment and needs a new sense 
of security. She will need genuine affec- 
tion and a constant demonstration of 
your concern and love. 


You can help your mother find new 
tasks in her retirement. As a profession- 
ally trained person your mother can do 
many helpful things in her community: 
be a leader in her church and in various 
educational and cultural groups; offer 
herself to some senior citizens group as 
topic leader and program planner; serve 
as a gray lady in a hospital. There are 
dozens of new services to which she can 
give her fine talents and well-developed 
interests and thus find a new sense of 
service and worth. 
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You can also invite her to spend 
a month or so with you each year. 
You might read such a book as 
Hulme’s Face Your Life with Confi- 
dence (Prentice-Hall), especially the 
section on “Your Family and You.” 


Go to your pastor or some competent 
family counselor for further advice. 
Behind these surface symptoms are fre- 
quently some unmet deeper spiritual 
and psychological problems which only 
a person well trained in counseling can 
uncover. He may help you to open the 
door to new happiness and the solution 
of your problem. 


Parents today must be prepared for 
much greater separation than in former 
years, when most young people took 
jobs close to home and stayed in the 
same community. Now one out of every 
five families moves each year. Parents 
on the West Coast have children and 
grandchildren in the East or Middle 
West or on another continent. We need 
to realize that our high mobility de- 
mands new adjustments. This is some- 
thing we can expect more of in future. 


Persons in their fifties or sixties 
should get ready for the new roles 
which they are to play. They will find 
pamphlets in public libraries which will 
give some help, and there are some very 
fine books on the middle years and ag- 
ing that will open new fields of interest. 
All of us must adjust to new roles in 
our family, community, and church. 
The middle and the older years can be 
some of the most productive and happy 
years of life if we learn to retire to 
something, not from something. 


Take your problem to God in prayer. 
Get new light for your way by daily 
use of the Scriptures. There is no prob- 
lem which we cannot meet better with 
God’s Word and prayer. And certainly 
take time for a confidential, unhurried 
discussion with your mother. 


Oscar E. FEUCHT 


Note: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Commit- 
tee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles, 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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LRS in Cupid’s Role 
For Three Brides-to-Be 


Romance was in the air at Idlewilc 
International Airport — with Lutheran 
Refugee Service as Cupid. 

Three brides-to-be, helped by LRS 
arrived from Europe on April 29 t 
join their fiancés and start a new life in 
America. 

Also on the plane and under Lu- 
theran auspices were two young moth 
ers with small children bound for re 
union with their husbands, and a 72+ 
year-old mother awaited by her en- 
gaged daughter. 

One of the future brides, Katrina 
Bamer, Yugoslavian refugee, will marr 
Peter Piskie of Philadelphia. Erik 
Schmidt, German immigrant, will be- 
come Mrs. Norbert K. H. Wilde it 
Buellton, Calif. Another German im 
migrant, Doris Stahl, is engaged t 
Horst R. Wallman of Lafayette, Ind. 

Mrs. Ursula Bartsch, 30, mother of! 
four, debarked with Brigitte, 7 (whose 
artificial vocal cord necessitated travel 
by plane rather than by ship), Wer- 
ner, 6, Falko, 4, and Joachim, 3. All] 
were put on a bus for Denver, where 
the husband and father, Horst Bartsch,, 
refugee from Silesia, has been em-. 
ployed since September 1958. 


Yogoslavian refugee Margarete Fi-- 
lippi, with Anna Maria, 3, and Hans-- 
Juergen, 1, was on her way to join her- 
husband and another son in Cleveland.. 
These two had come in March 1959 so) 
that Mrs. Filippi could be admitted! 
to the country under a law which pro-- 
vides for a few hardship cases. She had! 
previously been turned down for rea-- 
sons of health, but could enter if she: 
had immediate relatives here. So Mr.. 
Filippi, after his arrival, made arrange-» 
ments for her to follow, supporting his. 
application with the necessary affidavits | 
from Lutheran Sanatorium, Wheat: 
Ridge, Colo., that his wife would re-. 
ceive proper treatment on her arrival. 

Mrs. Emma Skuja, 72, a Latvian ref- 
ugee, was for many years organist in 
a Latvian Lutheran church in Germany. 
She joins her daughter Zenta, who has 
been in Milwaukee since 1956. Zenta’s 
fiancé signed a personal affidavit of sup- 
port for his future mother-in-law, and 
LRS arranged passage for her. 

Lutheran Refugee Service is the 
agency of the eight Lutheran church 
bodies of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil and of the Board of Social Welfare 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. From January to the end of 
April this year the agency has aided 
some 350 refugee and immigrant ar- 
rivals in the United States. 
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‘Survivors: 


Deaths 


ERWIN A. Dau, April 27, 1900, Saint 

Ouis, Mo., to April 21, 1959, Ferguson, 
lo.; son of Ferdinand and Christina 
isher Dau; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
929: parishes: Golconda, IIl.: Ferguson, 
0., 1946 to 1959. Survivors: Melba 
och Dau; daughters Joan Barton, Joyce 
ediger. Funeral: April 25, Ferguson; 
aterment, New Bethlehem Cemetery. 


JOHN H. DETERDING, Sept. 6, 1886, Cor- 
er, Mo., to March 12, 1959, Bluffs, Ill. 
on of George and Anna Robohm Deter- 
ing; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1911; 
arishes: Mattoon, Wis.; Bluffs, Ill., 1915 
0 1959. Survivors: Salome Schwagmeyer 
Deterding; sons Rev. John, Paul, George, 
ames, Walter, Roland; daughters Lorna, 
mily Winkelman, Betty Beringer. Fu- 
neral: March 15, Bluffs. 


FRED W. FINKE, Jan. 27, 1893, Sweet 
springs, Mo., to April 26, 1959, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa; son of Frederick and Wil- 
elmine Niermann Finke; graduated Sew- 
rd teachers college, 1915; schools: Canis- 
ota, S. Dak.; Palmer, Kans., 1918—42: 
ouisville, Ky.; Vincennes, Ind. Survivors: 
Bertha Lohmeyer Finke; sons Kenneth, 
ugene; daughter Althea Miessler. Fu- 
eral: April 30, Lynn, Kans.; interment, 
>almer. 


GEORGE CARL HILLMAN, July 26, 1887, 
heboygan, Wis., to April 24, 1959, Lud- 
ngton, Mich.; son of August and Wilhel- 
1ena Pieper Hillman, graduated Addison 


lieachers college, 1908; schools: Hemlock, 


lich., 1908—20; Ludington, Mich., 1920 
43, when he retired. Survivors: Emma 


‘Wendt Hillman; sons George and Donald; 


aughter Eleanor. Funeral: April 27, 
udington; interment, Lakeview Cemetery. 


THEODORE JOHN Kocn, Aug. 24, 1881, 
Duesseldorf, Germany, to May 25, 1959, 
olumbus, Ind.; son of George and Luise 
Paul Koch; graduated Addison teachers 


jhollege, 1901; schools: Cleveland, Ohio; 


olumbus, Ind., 1906—46, when he re- 
ired but continued to do supply teaching. 
Bertha Scheidt Koch; sons 
Walter, Joseph; daughters Julia LaSell, 
farie Blomenberg, Ruth Sheldon, Anna 
nuth, Lois Steiner, Martha Meinzen, 
unice Snyder, Eva, Theodora Wallace. 
uneral: May 26, Columbus. 


Titus T. Lana, Oct. 1, 1885, Granton, 
is., to June 20, 1959, Quincy, Ill.; son 
of John G. and Caroline Droege Lang; 
sraduated St. Louis seminary, 1909; par- 
shes: San Mateo, Calif.; Alliance, Omaha, 
ebr.; Quincy, Ill., 1926—57, when he 
etired. Survivors: Louise Guebert Lang; 
on Martin; daughters Clara Evers and 
Thea Sueltman. Funeral: June 23, Quincy; 
nterment, Greenmount Cemetery. 


~ Martin W. LINDOERFER, July 4, 1888, 
ape Girardeau, Mo., to June 7, 1959, 


WRock Island, Ill.; son of John and Caro- 


ine Lehmeyer Lindoerfer; graduated Sew- 


lkrd teachers college, 1909; schools: Lu- 


j 


(Survivors: 


Iowa, 1909—24; Pekin, Rock 
[ll., 1928—54, when he retired. 
Dora Ramm Lindoerfer; sons 
Alwin, John; daughters Velma Soyke, 
Jera Henke. -Funeral: June 10, Rock 
sland; interment, Immanuel Lutheran 


emetery. 
ULY 28, 1959 


Pm 


erne, 
sland, 


MartTIN F. RiscHE, May 23, 1897, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., to March 17, 1959, Annan- 
dale, Minn.; son of C. Henry and Elizabeth 
Froeming Rische; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1921; parishes: Hilda, Alta., and 
Buffalo Head, Sask.; Granum-Claresholm, 
Alta., Can.; Jackson, Wis., 1924—50: 
Mayer, Annandale, Minn. Survivors: Or- 
lein Tischer Rische; sons Eugene, Rev. 
Gerhardt; daughter Irmgard. Funeral: 
March 20, Annandale; interment, Jackson. 


CarL W. RODENBECK, Oct. 19, 1873, 
Fort Wayne, Ind, to May 28, 1959, Fort 
Wayne; son of Conrad and Louise Giese- 
king Rodenbeck; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1897; parishes: Butler, Adrian, Vir- 
ginia, Mo.; Scribner, Nebr.; Soest, Allen 
County, Ind., 1910—45, when he retired. 
Survivors: sons Reinhold, Otto, Alfred, 
Oscar; daughter Lydia Gibbs. Funeral: 
May 31, Fort Wayne. 


THEODORE VON SCHLICHTEN, Feb. 20, 
1877, Paterson, N.J., to May 4, 1959, 
Jersey City, N.J.; son of Alexander and 
Marie Schachameyer von Schlichten; grad- 
uated St. Louis seminary, 1900; parishes: 
Flora, Mo., 1900—21; Sweet Springs, 
Marshall, Mo.; Bellaire, Nyack, N. Y., 
193 1—49, when he retired. Survivors: sons 
Herbert, Walter; daughter Pauline Glover. 
Funeral: May 7, New York City; inter- 
ment, Oak Hill Cemetery, Nyack, N. Y. 


Emit A. L. Trev, Feb. 14, 1879, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., to Feb. 7, 1959, Janesville, 
Wis.; son of Albert and Charlotte Runge 
Treu; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1901; 
parishes: Calgary-Pincher Creek, Alta., 
Can.; Clyman-Reeseville, Janesville, Wis., 
1913—48. Funeral: Feb. 10, Janesville. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Blau, Ronald E., in Gage Park, .Chicago, IIl., 
by Ernest T. Blau, June 14. 

Conner, Charles M., in Grace, Tulsa, Okla., by 
Clarence W. Knippa, June 7. 

Giese, Burton F., in Grace, Bronx, N. Y., by 
Elmer F. Giese, June 14. 

Luecke, Martin J., in St. Mark, Yonkers, N. Y., 
by Adolf F. Meyer, June 11. 

Richert, Thomas A., in Emmanuel, 
Ill., by A. E. Richert, June 14. 

Shaw, James E., as military chaplain, in Trin- 
ity, Boone, Iowa, by Martin L. Seltz, 
June 14. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Baumann, Glenn C., Trinity, Jasper, Minn., by 
Luther Hauser, June 14. 

Beale, Leslie C., Immanuel and St. John, Dent, 
Minn., by Geo. Grabarkewitz, June 14. 

Brunette, Duane, St. Matthew, Brussels, 


Aurora, 


and 


St.John, Kampsville, Ill, by Harry G. 
Coiner, June 7. 

Carl, Ernst M., Immanuel, Cecil, Wis., by 
Pres. Lloyd H. Goetz, May 31. 

Hueller, Marvin C., St. Michael and All 


Angels, Traverse City, Mich., by Pres. W. 
Harry Krieger, June 7. 

Koslowsky, Karl A., Zion, Moberly, Mo., by 
Walter J. Lotz, June 7. 

Kriefall, Luther H., St. Paul, Hamburg, Mich., 
by O. M. Riedel, June 14. 

Matern, John V., Christ Memorial, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., by Emanuel W. Baumann, 
June 14. 

Schlegel, Ronald J., St. Philip, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Albert P. Schlegel, June 7. 

Vogt, Gordon, as asst. pastor, Redeemer, Saint 
Paul, Minn., by R. W. Langhans, June 7. 


Installed: PASTORS 

Balster, Donald W., Redeemer, Hinsdale, Ill, 
by W. R. Kissling, June 7. 

Bischoff, William H., Bethany, Elmhurst, L. I, 
N. Y., by Frederick W. Feinsinger, June 14. 
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Busarow, Gilbert N., as associate pastor, Saint 
John, Racine, Wis., by Armin C. Schaefer, 
June 7. 

Ernst, Phillip N., St. Paul, Fulton, 
Wm. J. Wollenburg, June 14. 

Hahn, Arnold C., Emanuel, Lancaster, Ohio, 
by Earl C. Grugel, June 7. 

Kautsch, Cleo O., St. Paul, Whittemore, Iowa, 
by D. E. Weiss, June 21. 

Kentel, Murvyn R., Grace, Regina, Sask., by 
Herman Bickel, June 7. 

Krugler, Richard A., Trinity, Reed City, Mich., 
by W. H. Merce, June 14. 

Loeber, Walter C., Calvary, Jeffersonville, 
Ind., by Oscar A. Schedler, June 14. 

Muller, John F., Jr., Zion, Ashland, and Im- 
manuel, Cornucopia, Wis., by Christian 
B. C. Oesleby, June 21. 

Pankow, David T., Redeemer, Winona, Minn., 
by Harold C. Braun, June 7. 

Twenhafel, Arnold G., Trinity and Martini, 
Detroit, Mich., by Philip Janz, June 7. 

Warneck, H. F. O., Calvary, Seattle, Wash., by 
Pres. Carl H. Bensene, June 7. 

Weinrich, Karl C., St. Paul, Nokomis, IIl., by 
Arthur F. H. Wiegert, June 7. 


Mo., by 


Installed: eee 


Heckman, Cand. Robert G., St. John, Oxnard, 
Calif., by Elmer E. Atrops, June 7. 

Komarchuk, Andrew, Immanuel, Whitestone, 
L.I., N. Y., by Arlin A. Maas, June 14. 

Markworth, Gerhardt F., Immanuel, Higgins- 
ville, Mo., by Herbert F. W. Boehne, 
June 21. 


Proposed Change in Constitution 


On June 18, 1959, the 44th regular conven- 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, assembled in San Francisco, Calif., 
unanimously adopted a resolution permitting 
the Districts of Synod to elect or to appoint 
a District Treasurer (Resolution 5 submitted 
by Floor Committee No. 6). 

The adoption of this resolution requires an 
amendment of Article XII-3.e of Synod’s con- 
stitution. Accordingly the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted by the con- 
vention: 

Resolved, That Article XII-3.e of the con- 
stitution of Synod be amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘e. A District Treasurer, who may 
be elected by the District Convention or 
appointed in such manner as the District 
may prescribe.” 


This adopted change merely gives the Dis- 
tricts the right to appoint rather than to elect 
their District Treasurers; the statutes of some 
states require the appointment of the Treas~ 
urer by the Board of Trustees of the District. 

This adopted change in the constitution is 
herewith being submitted to the congregations 
of Synod in accordance with the provisions of 
Article XIV: 


3. After adoption by the convention such 
amendments shall be submitted to the con- 
gregations of Synod by means of three 
announcements in the official synodical 
organs within three months after the close 
of the convention. 


4. Unless one third of the congregations 
in voting membership in Synod files a vote 
of dissent with the Secretary of Synod 
within a period of six months following the 
date of the final official publication, such 
amendment shall become effective at such 
time. At the expiration of this period of 
time the Secretary of Synod shall announce 
in the official organs of Synod whether or 
not such amendment is effective. 


5. In case fewer than one third of the 
number of congregations vote against the 
change, the names of dissenting congrega- 
tions should be published. 


The third and final announcement of the 
adopted change will appear in the LUTHERAN 
WirTNEss under date of Aug 25, 1959. Accord- 
ingly Feb. 25, 1960, will be the deadline for 
any congregation in voting membership in 
Synod to register its vote of dissent with the 
Secretary of Synod at 1145 S. Barr St., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Unless more than one third of 
the congregations in voting membership in 
Synod file a dissent, the adopted amendment 
to the constitution will become effective on 


Beh. 25 5a: W. C. BirKner, Secretary 


Notices 


Worship services are conducted every Sun- 
day by Student Roland Schaleger at 9 A. M. 
and 8 P.M. in the Library building at East 
Glacier Park, Mont. 


Services in Many Glacier Hotel, Glacier 
Natl. Park, are scheduled for 8:30 P.M., not 
3 P.M., as previously announced. 
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Vacationers in the Banff and Jasper Na- 
{ional Parks area of Alberta are invited to 
attend services in Banff or Jasper. Services 
are conducted in Banff High School and in the 
Jasper public school at 11:00 A. M. — Rev. 
R. W. Houstrern, Hinton, Alta., Can. 


Patrick Flannegan is not nor has he been 
a member of Calvary Lutheran Church of 
Plymouth, Ind. Neither is he a relative of 
any member of this congregation. — REv. 
H. ALBert Mann, Pastor. 


Wanted 


Used Communion set by mission congrega- 
tion. Will pay transportation costs. — REv. 
ALBERT GaaL, Box 756, Buckingham, Quebec, 
Can. 


A library cataloguer and a nurse for Con- 
cordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind. For 
further information write the Dean or ADMIN- 
ISTRATION, Concordia Senior College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


Available 


Green plush altar cloth 30’ x96” and cru- 
cifix about 20” high. Write: Trmyiry LUTHERAN 
CuHurRcH, Town Lowell, Reeseville, Wis. 


Communion set for shipping costs. Needs 
slight repair. — Mrs. Harvey BEVERSDORF, 
St. Paul’s Altar Guild, Birnamwood, Wis. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 
Barth, Karl, 2324 S. 81st St., West Allis 19, 
Wi 


is. 

Beckmann, William C., 6026 N. Navarre 
Ave., Chicago 31, Ill. 

Boettcher, Henry J., 1000 Loyola, Chicago 
26, Ill. 

Brandt, Norman, 3073 N. Farwell 
Milwaukee 11, Wis. 

Brandt, Richard M., 5966 Chapel St., Alanza 
Village, Arlington, Calif. 

Dodge, Frederick W., 93 Liberty St., Mer- 
iden, Conn. 

Gensler, Fred F., c.r.m., 
Ave., New Orleans 19, La. 

Gross, Gordon A., 3711 Valleyfield, Hous- 
ton 24, Tex. 

Haas, Roland R., 4 Tyndale Pl., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. 

Hargens, Moritz K., Hardwick, Minn. 

Harre, Stanley, R.2, St. Charles, Mo. 

Janzow, F. Samuel, 1110 Bonnie Brae, River 


Ave., 


4829 Bienville 


Forest, Il. 

Maier, Simon, 11250 S.W. 82nd, Tigard, 
Oreg. 

Mundinger, Carl S., 1704 E. Ninth St., Win- 
field, Kans. 

Ortner, Donald R., c.r.m., 806 E. McCon- 
nell St., St. Johns, Mich. 


Poch, Chaplain Martin C., 26th Air Div. 
(SAGE), Hancock Field, N. Y. 

Schabacker, Martin C., Jr., 4171 E. Holland, 
Fresno 26, Calif. 

Scharrer, John W., 123 Forest Ave., Saint 
Thomas, Ont., Canada 

Schmidt, Gerhardt K., 
Kingsport, Tenn. 

Schuetz, Henry L. W., em., 630 Student Dr., 
Ogallala, Nebr. 

Schwengels, Paul, 8138 Harwood Ave., Wau- 
watosa 13, Wis. 

Stoeppelwerth, Henry P., 3305 River Blvd., 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

Sylwester, Walter A., 8407 Holly Dr., Ev- 
erett, Wash. 

Toerne, Sylvester von, 4819 Margaret Dr., 
St. Louis 34, Mo. 

Wagner, Alvin E., c.r.m., 115 Clinton St., 
Mapleview, Austin, Minn. 

Walther, Paul G., em., 319 Kent Dr., Wentz- 
ville, Mo. 

Weber, Arthur M., 366 Hawthorne Terr., 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. 

Wesselius, Franklin, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Forbes, N. Dak. 

Wolter, Robert W., 1305 Floral Dr., Whit- 
tier, Calif. 

Zschoche, Edwin C., 1015 S. W. 18th, Port- 
Jand 5, Oreg. 


3940 Inwood Dr., 


Teachers: 


Everts, Carl, 1605 Cloverleaf, Austin 5, Tex. 
Frillmann, Louis, c/o Trinity Church and 
Reuoor 131 Mountain Way, Morris Plains, 


Geyer, Harold J., 5385 Myrtle Terr., Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

Hermann, Henry H., 2620 N. 40th St., Mil- 
waukee 10. Wis. 

Kenow, Harold R., 112 Ely Dr., S., North- 
ville, Mich. 

Kuhlmann, Brice E., 111 W. Chauncy, Bren- 
ham, Tex. 

Mueller, Raymond J., 912 N. Pershing, 
Wichita 6, Kans. 


yd 


Letters 


“Our Church Is Asleep” 


For some time I have wanted to write 
a letter to the WITNEss about retarded 
children. The news item in the May 5 
issue (p.4) set off the spark. 

Did you know that there are thousands 
of children in state and private institutions 
who have had little or no opportunity to 
learn about Jesus? 

Having a retarded child, my husband 
and I decided to visit the Texas State 
School for retarded children last February. 
They have over 1,800 children there with 
little or no chance to learn about Jesus. 
They have a large chapel service Sunday 
afternoon. A large number of the chil- 
dren fall asleep at that time of day. The 
Catholics have some type of training for 
them during the week. It seems such 
a shame that we can’t send out Sunday 
school teachers on Saturday. This is only 
one school. Think how many more there 
are in other states who don’t have a chance 
to hear about Jesus. 

It is my opinion that our church is 
asleep to a very large opportunity for mis- 
sion work with these neglected children. 
The cost would be very small and the 
rewards very great. If it is impossible to 
send teachers to the state and private 
homes, then we could do like the church 
im) Old) sWestoury.. ll Ne Yous Ltds) amy 
prayer that this idea will spread to our 
Lutheran churches throughout the land. 
This would certainly be a step forward in 
carrying out the Great Commission. 


Mrs. CLARENCE J. HOLM 
Houston, Texas 


Note: Like all the other churches, we 
have been slow to recognize the needs of 
the mentally retarded, but our church is 
not asleep. For some years the Board of 
Parish Education has been keenly aware 
of the needs of this group. A special com- 
mittee has made an extensive study of the 
situation. It has published Organizing Re- 
ligious Classes for Mentally Retarded Chil- 
dren, a booklet for the guidance of parents 
and teachers, and Christian Education for 
the Mentally Retarded, a study outline for 
conferences of pastors and teachers. The 
committee is also planning a series of eight 
quarterly packets of Bible lessons and 
activity sheets. Concordia Publishing 
House will make the first packet available 
this fall. 


St. Louis, Mo. A. C. MUELLER 


“My Strong Approval” 


I would like to register my strong ap- 
proval of the point made by Prof. W. J. 
Danker in his article “Education or Mis- 
sions?” in the June 2, 1959, WitTNEss. It 
was about time someone spoke out against 
the confusion which has arisen in the mat- 
ter of contributions for missions. Further- 
more, it was necessary that someone call 
attention to the decreasing percentage of 
our contributions which go to missions. 

It is a sobering experience to compare 
what we do as a Synod with what some 
congregations in other denominations do 
individually for missions. 

Congratulations to Professor Danker 
for his clear thinking and courageous 
statement, and to the WITNEss for running 
his article. 


Yonkers, N. Y. RICHARD E. KoEentIc 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Nam 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions 

pressed are not necessarily those of the Edito: 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter n 
pertinent. | 


Inaccuracies Corrected 


Permit me to call attention to so 
inaccuracies which crept into news release 
from the San Francisco convention ant 
were reflected in your “Reports of the S 
Francisco Convention.” 

The report on the catechism (July 1 
1959, WITNESS, p. 22) indicated that t 
convention definitely resolved to use onll 
the King James Version of the Bible in 
proposed series of new  synodical cate 
chisms. This is not exactly the case. T 
convention simply eliminated a paragrap! 
from the proposed resolution which fr 
ferred to Bible versions. The general ton 
of the discussion was that it would bt 
better to wait until 1962, when the ney 
edition of RSV comes on the market, be 
fore deciding what English Bible versio 
or versions should be used in the explan 
tory sections of the proposed catechisms 

The article on the Lay Training Scho 
(p. 21) states that “the program will b: 
studied for possible expansion or disco 
tinuation.” While Synod did decide thas 
this school was to be opened on an experi 
mental basis, it did not in its resolution say 
anything about its “discontinuation.” Ii 
fact, the resolution suggests that plans be 
made to provide the schoo! with adequatd 
permanent facilities in accordance witll 
the school’s growth and development. Tha 
Planning Commission that developed tha 
proposal accepted by Synod learned in it: 
surveys that many persons are interestec 
in this lay training school. It already has 
some applications from prospective stu 
dents. With a good recruitment program 
the school could possibly open with 50 op 
more students. The convention left the 
entrance age at 20 years and _ stipulatec 
that all students will need to comply witH 
the entrance requirements. 

Since this school is a new venture of oun 
church into a new area of leadership train 
ing, with a tremendous potential for the 
total work of our Synod in all fields of 
operation, it is important that these in4 
accuracies be corrected so that there is 
no general misunderstanding. 


St. Louis, Mo. Oscar E. FEUCHT 


| 


Not “Receive” but “Bring In” 


_ I take it for granted that when news 
items and articles are printed in the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS, they are to stimulate 
emulation on the part of the readers. For 
example, when you print the statement of 
the voters’ assembly of St. Trinity, Saint 
Louis, regarding integration policy (p. 3, 
May 19 issue), you are holding it up as 
an example for the rest of us to follow. 
Likewise I assume that what Pastor Baer- 
wald Says (p.6 of the same issue) about 
integration policy for churches is to be 
considered the ideal policy for our church. 

My experience as well as my knowledge 
of Scripture leads me to believe that if we 
follow policies proposed in these two ar- 
ticles we will never accomplish what the 
Lord Jesus has commanded us in His final 
commission. 

Let me quote the last paragraph of 
St. Trinity's statement: “Therefore the 
Board of Elders is unanimous in its opin- 
ion that any soul sincerely seeking the 
muinistrations of the means of grace from 
our congregation should be received into 
the church, its parochial school, or its 
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| nday school without regard to race or 
‘yplor.” If we are going to wait for peo- 
| e of other races and color to come 
imning to us “seeking the ministrations 
f the means of grace,” we are going to 
ait for a long time. Furthermore, is that 
hat the Lord Jesus commanded? His 
jPmmand reads: “Go ye.” He doesn’t 
hi a “Accept them when they come,” or, 
‘4 ait for them to come.” “Go into the 
yighways and byways, the streets and 
‘mines, and compel them to come in.” To 
jhe that is quite different from “receiving 
if 2 into the church when they sincerely 
ek,” or, as Pastor Baerwald puts it: “that 
ola churches are open without discrimina- 
jon to all sinners who desire to hear the 
| ord. No one is to be excluded from 
jf congregation because of his background 
mgr race or culture.” These are mighty 
| eak statements of policy. That is what 
ile have been doing in the past. 
i Unless we have an aggressive evangel- 
jm program in our congregations, we may 
ip well be satisfied with the way things 
mire now. During my 14 years in the min- 
ry, most of them in interracial areas, 
ery few people have come “sincerely 
\ireking the means of grace.” 
\# Let’s not try to improve on Jesus’ 
whhethod of making disciples of all nations: 
o ye into all the world, and preach the 
wijospel to every creature.” “Go out 
wuickly ...and bringin.... Goout... 
thd compel them to come in.” 


‘i Milwaukee, Wis. H. H. SCHAULAND 


jl 


Me 


vl ° % 
‘Wransients Sent to Police 


NI decided to write you after reading 
lev. W. A. Schroeder’s letter in the 
feb. 10 issue of the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
“king if someone could write an article 
lvising pastors how to deal with unscru- 
) | lous people who ask pastors for loans 
iif grants. 

| In our town all the churches give to 
wiifund that is kept by the police depart- 
went. Anyone asking a pastor for help 
/§ sent to the police. Any transients or 
@myone that is stranded or really needs 
iJelp gets it. 

i Those that really need help ask for it, 
jthers move on. 


Riverton, Wyo. Mrs. C. F. MAYLAND 


\ 


re 


nd for Their Families? 


‘) Recently I met a young Lutheran chap- 
\iin-who was being sent to a distant island 
jb be with the men in our Armed Forces 
apr 18 months. He has a sweet young 
|ife and three lovely children, but they 
/Annot be with him. 
“|/1 learned the full story from other 
ifeople, not from the chaplain. He was not 
(/pmplaining of any “sacrifice.” He knew 
jmany of the soldiers had left their fami- 
Jes, too. He had seen the terrible temp- 
dations the men face and their frequent 
ack of spiritual food. 
ii This young father felt a real call to 
Whinister to isolated soldiers, even though 
/] meant leaving the warm circle of his 
jbvable little family. “I’m trying to tell 
Jhyself that I'll be so busy I won't be 
\ible to get lonely,” he said. “At least 
that’s what I’m telling myself now.” 
‘i Thank God for our consecrated chap- 
nins! How many of us really appreciate 
‘he sacrifice these chaplains are making in 
Jlur stead to meet the spiritual needs of 
Jlur soldiers in distant lands. How often 
iio we pray for our chaplains individually? 


Berkeley, Calif. Don DEFFNER 
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Our Outreach for Christ 


Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


Districts 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

Iowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


Total from Districts 
Sundry Sources (Estimate) 


Operating Statement 1959 
Required Feb. 1 to June 30 


This has been an exciting financial year 
in Synod to date. 

The first month (February) brought 
news of a 22.3% increase in receipts over 
the same month last year — the best first 
month we have ever had. 

Receipts the second month were 15.3% 
above those of last year—very good! 
Our past giving habits, you know, have 
tended toward a weak beginning and 
a strong finish. A healthy trend is de- 
veloping toward a more even distribution 
of remittances by congregations through 
all 12 months of the year. 

The third month was very exciting — 
30.9% above April 1958 receipts. It 
looked as though we were going to meet 
our $16,500,000 Kingdom program. 

The fourth month excited us too — 
but in the opposite way. Receipts were 
even less than those of May last year. 

And note what happened in the fifth 
month (June)! The percentage of increase 
over last year was only 8.9%, bringing 
down the average for all five months of 
this year to 13.1%. 

To meet our full Kingdom program for 
1959, requiring $16,500,000, we'll need 


Budget Receipts 


2/1/59 to 6/30/59 5/12 of Goal 


$ 25,096.79 Seo Gs 
248,706.90 333,335 
129,166.66 TAQ NG) 
426,569.23 531,250 
211,666.66 211,665 
81,899.41 81,250 
131,768.44 163,335 
299,866.01 375,000 
35,826.36 35,415 
137,750.00 IS, FSO 
188,897.00 234,585 
158,300.00 185,415 
15,699.49 ZIMIOS 
465,742.84 568,750 
476,596.94 591,665 
11,656.12 BS) MOD 
GSMS 72,290 
196,318.46 256,250 
380,376.56 452,085 
103,837.93 143,750 
127,133.34 127,085 
52,036.93 Sl 2x0) 
62,500.00 62,500 
77,954.49 95,835 
308,985.37 375,000 
117,500.00 117,500 
47,916.65 47,915 
110,015.03 108,335 
117,694.40 137,500 
139,660.30 165,835 
150,000.00 191,665 
S713), 20,.3@ 458,335 
$5,478,658.05 $6,529,205 
250,000 


$6,875,000.00 
5,478,658.00 


(5/12 of $16,500,000) 


$1,396,342.00 


an average monthly increase in receipts 
of about 11.5%. With the summer months 
ahead — when receipts are usually at their 
lowest — we need a decided increase in 
receipts if the work cut out for us by the 
Lord is to be done. 

One wish expressed by your delegates 
was: “Don’t retrench. Let’s push ahead and 
regain our former stride.” 

The convention emphatically repeated 
its 1956 resolve that our Home Missions 
Department aim for a yearly average of 
135 new mission congregations in the 10- 
year period until 1965, even though we 
have fallen short of that pace. 

On financial matters your delegates said, 
“Tet’s try hard to make our Venture of 
Faith provide all the needed funds. Bor- 
row, if necessary. If we then fall short, 
let’s have a special offering.” 

What is needed, apparently, is more 
zeal for the Lord’s kingdom — zeal which 
the Holy Spirit can and will provide 
through His Word and sacrament. 

The Lord has given us a job to do. We 
are financing a conquest, not just trying 
to meet a budget. Forward in His name! 

J. E. HERRMANN 


——— a. 
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90 MEDITATIONS FOR YOU 


by Alfred P. Klausler 


Here in inexpensive, easy-to-read form are ninety distinctive mes- 
sages from the Bible for today’s young people. These brief but stim- 
ulating stories touch life at every turn — help tomorrow’s citizens to 
attain the spiritual grounding they must have. 


The wide selection of topics reflects the author’s understanding of 
thC&ypical problems and questions that plague young people in a hectic, 
confusing world. In these pages, the young reader finds a review of the 
church year, gets acquainted with the disciples, meets interesting Bible 
heroes and heroines, and Jearns how to apply Christian principles to 
character development. Special meditations show God’s way in dealing 
with family, teachers, our country, and such critical problems as chas- fe 
tity, vocations, money, death, fear, loneliness, popularity, and the times © 
when we are alone with our thoughts. 


This is a special book for young people that inspires, guides, and 
teaches. It fills in where school and church leave off. 


90 pages. 5X71%. Paper-bound. $1.00. 
Order No. 12W2106 


‘POWER THROUGH PRAYER 


by Ronald W. Goetsch 


When properly utilized, prayer is a tremendous source of strength 
and medium of accomplishment. The urge to pray is instinctive. But 
the art of “effectual, fervent prayer” must be patiently developed. 


Author Goetsch presents a purposeful guide for Christians who : 
long for a more meaningful prayer life, who want a better understand- 
ing of the need for prayer, who want to learn HOW to pray in the 
manner that St. James recommends. 


, POWER THROUGH PRAYER discusses the varieties of prayer, | 
_ the significance of posture, environment, etc., and the factors that inter- 1 | 
fere with proper utilization. It is a manual that teaches the special art | 
_ of communication with God. A book for all Christians. | 


144 pages. Cloth. $2.50. Order No. 15W1834 


TO ORDER: Order through your church office, church book dis- 
_ play, or write your name and address, circle books of your choice, and 
: send this whole page with your check or money order to: 


CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF RELIGIOUS PUBLISHING 


~ CONCOROIA 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 
St. Louis 18, Missouri ; 


ep oe Ky 


